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TO THE 



Devout Pi/jjri«j!x. 

!^ I ^IS:toyM^(^i»hiLt Degree dni 
t j|[^ Condition fiever yth At I de^ 
die are thefefetP Sheets. Tou in equity 
clofma right to them^ above the rejt 
^fGrcsLt Britain; bevaufe mth 
fUnfdyfet €heerfi^[ Steps y you men- 
fur e journey sfrbnith^remotefi Part 
of o«f Ifland, toih miraculoai^ 
neadoftheKoly Spring; tphereyou 
mrx mth the rapid Current v^arm 

A 2 "Tears 



The Prefaced 

Tears offerfeStContritionydnilbi'' 
"i^riffg i f^ the Stream J jou look up to 
that Omnipotent Power, Wkich 
raifed S. Wejaefride tofuch emi^ 
nent SanStitj and Glory. Ihavefeen 
tender Virgins y who tvoaid lipdk /raiff 
and tremblk at a Northern Bla'Hi^ 
finking themfelves under Wateryof- 
fering their Fbws and PrajerSy with 
as great 4^acjrit^y as if they had been 
partaking of the jnoft trdnjporting 
Joys upon Earth. The Interior Fire 
of Divine Loveygot the upper hand 
of the Cold Element y ana flaming 
Petitions mounted up to bring down 
expected Bleffings. No Complaint^ 
was heardy except, this pious one^ 
That they knew little of the Merits 
of the Saint; onlyy that this was the 
Place of her Martyrdom, and that 
it was famed for Miraculous Curesy 
both of Soul and Body. This valua^ 



The Vtchcc. 

He Conftderatien engd^d we to un* 
*dertake vphat I here {ffer untojou^ 
- mP ^grdfif) Curiofitjy but to fro- 
mote Pietjf ^ dnd Devotion. 
■ The Life ofS:W6ndndcjvas 
frH written by S.'EXtvwxSy who is 
frequently mentioned in it ; from 

hm Robertus Salopienfis colle(fs 

op^d-juj^liesyejhecidffy what related 
to-tJfeTranfiatfonofk&'H. Body^ 
he being the Chief Agent in brthg- 
injg the fame to his Mohaftery. 
This Robert^ the nwrthy Prior of 
Shrewsbury (who afterwards for 
his great Talent s^ vfos chofen Ab- 
bot) fproiethe ^Bint-s Life^ foon 
after the Tranflation of that Trea* 
fure^ which was in the Tear of our 
L<?r^.God, 1138. Hts Sincerity if 
much commended by Cardinal Ba« 
ronius, Surius, Pitts, and Poflfe- 
viaus. It was fenn^d by him in La* 
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The Pucfafce. 

tin, mi AedicAUd to Guarini 
Prior of Worccfteri ii^/^ heipg 
jhe H. Order ^ glorious, S^ B^ 
di£i:. He tells QM^igv^xaSythat wl 
he frefints hhn with^ is from ; 

Ancient ^nd UndoulM;ed Mon 
inents.^rui Records of fuch A^ 
nafteries and Cburcfaes, as t 
Virgin is Jcijown to have iiv 
JXijAs dlfo from f he Pefoinom 
'venerme Prjefts, mrthj of 
Credit, for their Religious Pi 
feflion, San^ity of Life, a. 
great Learning* Th(it he om 
^'^fyt^s lefsc€rt4Wy as her Journ 
to Rpnie, And other V^ffagesy i 
fufficientlj attefled : So nice a 
fcrupuloHs was thegoodFrlor noi 
recommend My thing to Pojlert 
which was not uncontroUble Mat. 
joff0. ^Tis trucy he ought to ha 
^ fervid the Rules of an exaB I 

ftoria 



The Prefaced 

ftorian, as to the Tears of her Life^ 
Deaths and TYanflatian^whichhe o- 
initteJL Hwever oat of other CUffi* 
cd Authors I fit down theCentmies. 
Tofroseed withgretifter Security y 
J dlfo take for my Guide ^ that Lear ^ 
ned Antiquary and Accurate An- 
m^i^the R. F. Michad Alibrd, 
S. J. tpho in his 2d Tome^ frrnted 
Anno 1663, treats at large this 
SutjeSi.' 1 likemfe read atftntiveJ^ 
the Church Hipry of the R . K Sc- 
roftus CveGy^fet forth in the Year 
^our Lord 166%^ t»ho in the Prc- 
mce acquaints the Reader ^ that aU 
tho^ great part dfhis Volume is-ow- 
ing to f. Alford, he has other Am* 
cient Records to aJMhimin car* 
tying on the Work. Ttm Religious 
Au^OTy being of the H. Order ofS. 
Bentdii^ I rationally ft^fofed^ 
that h might have ptch Mdnu* 

A 4 Jfrips 



R^Uuonofhcr Life /, 

J;z-Trebuith/»rThew 
-aradocus /„r Crada 
T'-'MiUHrndsimh, 
f^ ! SurtiBlood. 
, l^fMifspu n-iUohfir: 
"' ^''"'"f "/ * \Ven 

'-""tr<§c«,m,hf„„„ 
•"t! of tht jormtr Bock / 
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The Preface. 

Nime^MdCalcnUtionofthe Time 
t»hen K Alford lived^ brings to my 
Thought Sy that very frobahlj it p^as 
he who EnglifhM // ; For Crefly 
tetts me i» his Preface^ that altha^ 
the mentioned Juthor fubli/b^d his 
Tomes under the Borrowed Names 
^ Alford^ alias Griffith^ his red 
Paternal Name tPas John Flood. / 
owe fo much Deference to the Memo* 
rj of this Learned Many whofe Me^ 
rits are known by his elaborate 
Works y and who had the ferufal of 
the moH Ancien$ Reeoras of Bri« 
tain, that you^ll find little more than 
the Subfiance of your former Book^ 
yet muii have leave to Jay ^ that ths 
Englilh (fit isjaob/olete^andthe 
Tacking of the Words together Jo 
much Jufferinsfrom thafryent Way 
ofWritingy that moHeeofle dej$r\l 
it might afpearjbmethif^ mprePCh 



Ssmred Pafrpnels^ Imgu^^d afftr 
0fr^ Sufffyfmnthe Erefs. 

I have keft ff^filffo cloje to the 
HiftorUd Party that alt ho* fre^ 

fmtnt Offortunkks SMvited to en^ 
trgdy I ^Jolmtdy rtfrnfid to make 
4J0J/ oidditioMt^my ewn^. I have r^ 
4ier abbr^iated^ fifhef^ I conclu- 
ded pme Periods not very maUriat\ 
mi this to liffenBulk. Jfen^ 0^ 
•MrremcesarerUnced tofroper Pia- 
4tSy4ndfnmBMffMges dre added om 
pf ii. S^riftHrty to fit in a truer 
tight the Vertaes tfk Wenefride 
and others. What is /aid ofS. Beu- 
noV Nohilityj I relate out (fan un* 
quefiionable Manufirift^and Ipre^ 
fum^d thut the Sujflement efafew 
Late Mimics 'muld add fuel to 
^^ " the 



The freface. 

theBresfDevmon. TtnPUfiuime 
Jdii^ul to *hi Autbor ; mj mIj 
jifprthenfitm «, thM Ihtve (nen 
deflciepf m tbeSMnt^s dtiePraxfis. 
Some ftrchMHCf muj thinkihati 
am too lib&M in the Eiogium^/or 
we are f^dlen into dn Age efliA^ 
delity, 4m( mtf sridrM^Uj over» 
run $i^k DeiAs^ I utifb not p^ith 
AtfaeiAs tooy rAa faf. she very 
Fmndation of Sjswesd^d, Reli- 

tioo, and alla$p eqnsl trtdit to the 
Iwr^LaandThdhsixidyifbejf da to 
the Old aj$d Nwr Ttftameat* 
S^nch ns m&. 4f(a ikflitvesfkte tl^ 
RodjfffjS^eacia eommd^ded^freants 
firom A Dry Rock^ orthdt Lazarus 

rotting in bis T4mby returned to 
Lifey wid drvU upon St^ Wene- 
fridc^ Well ondhrRefufeitMion. 
JsiftMii^eMifi^M&in between 
too credeiib^ >4 Bettfy and the. 

Madnefs 



The Bre&ce. 

Mudmfs of htlseving nothing 
aS, Tphea jhocking our mid t'a 
tho' hacked with theftrongfH E 
dence oj Humane Authorttj. 

Others^ by the Miifortum cf 
ducatiofj (ofhom I truly compel 
nute) rviil be fomtthing out of , 
mor, rvh^n they find undoubted ^..^ 
YAcles in that -Church whiditr^'^ 
reje^ : How the Pritnitive Pa- 
ftors, as S. BeiJno, whofe feaji u 
celebrated on the i^f/j 5/ January, 
and St. Elerius'j on the i ph of 
June, txhorted Rich, Nobie^ and 
BtAuttfui Virgins J to renounce the 
Worldy And to confecrate. themfelves 
vehoHj to their B. Redeemer,^ 
Religious Voivs : How on this ac- 
count a . Wenefride ojj'er^d herfelf 
A Sacrifice^ to preferije her I'cw'd 
Virginity ; n-hich pure Oblation tvas 
[q acceptable to God, that Here- 



ipet^A itmthfr.ck ^.fiufindi* 
Mfrackf as neitlier tne prece- 
It (fajsCvcSy) nor fubfequent 
cs of the Church (fave that 
S. Fm/^$ DecQllatioa) could 
)rc) one to f^ual it* Thefe Mm 
unwilling to hear how S^ Beuno 
^is^4 .his Hereditary Fatrimonj 
i Giory^ to become a Foor Mini* 
• pf the G^ffel J how in the 
inpiitive T/ffr^i the H. Mais 
r ^ V to the_ Eternal Father^ 
tffly the Fruits of our Redemp* 
n \ hotP SS. !^eiiques were bo* 
'^dy and frajtngfor the Faithful 
fpartedtpos fraitis^dj as S.Eh^, 
IS confided S. Wenefrid^ waulsi 
for his Souly he hein^ of opinion 
itjbe would furvive hinfy &f c* If 
^fe Chriftian Articles are to be 
afide and antiquated^ ij confer- 
ence General douncUsi Ono- 

nia'd 



The Preface]! 

hizM Dodon^ df$d Jmimt Hi^ 

^if^ thi/dme Primitive Do^m$^ 

txj^ienty if not n^^jjftj^ tojitvi 
dn OijjeiHof§^ which Jimi caPtiipm 
€riticksmightglarji»^v\L. WkyV. 
Bede makes no mention of elori« 
ous St. Wmfride in his Hittoiy. 
He anfwirsy'^phat Bede^ Mateoes^ 
bury^ Huntington^ mA cthr An^ 
dent AuthorSi who wrote a$ l^^gi^ 
offome Saints^ i^re ftlent in the 
fraife ^ our^. Martyr, beeaujh 
thgonl^ rewrJ^i the A^s andMq^ 
mtments of their rej^elHve Saint i 
itnJiChnrthfs. Ven.Dit^t inp^rti^ 
cdar declares he onh defign^d to 
write the Hiftory (jjT^j own Na^ 
tioQ, whieh was the EngUfh Sax- 
OQ ; hiMe he makes no mmthn of 
*AdAnftftfo«Num«37« ^^ 



The Preface 

& Pfttridi^ S. Urfiik, of the SS. 
David^ Dulmtius, Kentigern, 
ipho wer^ illufiriom Lights of the 
Britifh C^iw^ik Alforiadds^That 
thire hehg ^m irrHomiledUiJ^arM^ 
Hon bitrnxt the Bntains anaSkis^ 
(XtSjm>^o»fy as t&DifiameofPldce^ 
hut lihewife as to Tempers and Jffe^ 
Stiom^ aU manner of Commerce was 
interdiifed'^ infomueh that Ven. 
BedO) mho Iw^iianddfdin the 
ISh^hoflBjkglatndp eoufd not have 
fnch certain Knowledge of r^hat 
pafs^d in the Weft^ as to infert it. 
inhisHifiory^ 

In this liHle Vndertakr^ I 
hok?d on mfetfds^ D^itbttci 
th© Uhwife, as m^ as\tt>ii!bc 
Wife ^ ytherefore-in hanMiis^phe 
Suhje^f^ I avoided aS quaint and 
uncommon^ExfreffkmSyas might re^^^ 
quire Study in the Vulgar. Ptain^fe 

♦ R019. i^ xiv. ^f 



r»oJl humbly and earneL 

VVeJI, and Ifrnhfulh aL 

M^mrsinthisWorL 

i^ountain of Eternp It -J 
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THE 

, I T A N I E S 

OF 

S. Wenefride. 

* Ord, have mercy upon nt. 

^ Chrift^ hx9t mercy opon ixC 

ord, have mercy upon as. 

od die Father or Heaven^bave mercy upon 

as. 
K)d the Son, Redeemer oi Mankind, have 

mercy upon as. 

lod the Holy Ghoft, have mercy upon w. 
loly Trinity,otte God^bave mercy upon as^ 
loly Maru 1 

Holy Mother of God, r \ 

My Virgin of Virgins, j 

3 Bleffed & Wenefride:, :^ 

3 Homble and Mild Virgin, 4 

3 Glorious SpouTe of Qurift, i>^ 

3 Devout and Charitable Virgin^ I ^ 
3 Sweet Comforter of the Afttiftcd, I "r. 
3 Singular Example of CfaaftityY ^ 
9 Radiant Star. \ 

5f«irc/JWc?Tyerofth6BrltUhli\^\:vw^5 ^ 

Ax ^ 



.i 
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O AtlmiriihleflndEIeftedVelTel, 

O Mirror of Challity, 

O Mirror of Devotion, 

O Mirror of Piety, 

O Brighr Lamb of Sanflity, 

O Gokien Image of Angelical Paritj , 

O Hope and Safety of Diilrefled Pil-| 

grims, 1 

That wc may be delivered from aU f-J 

niquity, I 

That we may be delivered from all 

Diforderd Fafiions of the Mind, 
That we may bedelivercd from-thel 

Deceits of the World, Flelb, and 

DeviJ., 
That we may be delivered from all Oc- 

cafions of Sill, 
That we may be delivered fromPIague, I 

Famine and War, I 

That we may be delivered from tlie ' „ 

Wrath of God and Eternal Damiia- n 

tioHj 
That we and all Sinners may have true 

Contrition, and full Remirtion of 

our Sins, ' 

That all Schifmaticks, Heretids, and 

InSdels, may be converted to the 

HoIyCathotick andApoftolica!F,-\ilh. * 
That we may always haie Sin, and o- 1 

vercome all Temptations, t 

That we may defpife all worldly Vani- 1 

tks and Delights, i 

Tbas 






rhat we all may ever fear Ood, ancf 

fulBl his Holy Will, 
rhat we may have both Spiritnat and 

Corporal Health, 
That we may devodtly affeft Chaftity 

and Parity of Ute, 
rhat we may fervently love Hamility 

and Mildnefi. 
rhat we may delight in Pioos Prayer, 

Fading, and Cnaritable Alms, 
That we may difcreetlj and fervently 

continue in tbeEireraleof Godline(s, 
That we may chearfully andconftantly 

fufler for the Love of Chrift, 
That theSools inPorgatory, and all 

Afflided Perfohs, may obtaun hea- i 

venly Cbnfolations, 
That our Benefkftors, and all that la- 
bour to fave Souls, may be blefled 

with abundance ot Grace^ and e- 

verlafting Life, 
That we may enjoy true Peace, and 

endkfs Felicity| 
That God of his abundant Mercy will 

vouchlafe to ble(s this our rilgrir 

mage. 
That by thy Pioos IntercelGonitmay 

be to the perfed Health of our Souls 

and Bodies, 
That thou wilt vouch&fe to grant our 

Reqnefts, 
. 9 BH^^cd Wmfridt^ '^ 
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The Lifcy Martyr- 
dom^ and Mira- 
cles of St. Wene- 
fride, &c. 

MAny are the evident 
Motives of Credi- 
bilitj^ clearlv diftin- 
guifhing tne Un- 
fpotted Church of ji?/^ Christ 
from Heterodox Perfuaiions, 
which are built on Private 
^ Fancy, and for the mofl: part 
i on Fa^ion. Among the reft, 
\ . . B confummate 

X 



I 



7"'i, inftruftt 

Hismoft Sacred 
Y'xnh. Od,er 

'peak more pro, 
«" agreeable J 



Sxtint Wenefridc. 3 

Wonders, than He wrought 
Htmfelf. ^ The Life of S. Wene^ 
fride is very confpicuous, as to 
Both thefe genuine Marks, Of 
Miracles^ and SanStitj ; as it will 
more clearly appear, by her 
wonderful Aftions, and the fe- 
vcral Steps by which flic arri- 
ved at (b high a State of Perfe- 
6lion. 

In the Seventh Age after 
Man's Redemption, flourifh'd 
many Saints of Both Sexes. I 
fhall only mention thofe chief- 
ly co^ncernM m this Ihort Hi- 
ftory^ Saint Beuno^ the Glo- 
rious Inftrument of Saint We^ 
nefride^s Second Life, and San- 
ctity, was born ot Noble Pa- 
rents in Montgomery-Piire^ at the 
Fall of the River Rhyr^ into 

B 2 Severn^ 
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4 The Life of 

.S't'icrw, therefore callM Jherhyw, 
His Father Bmft defcended li- 
neally from Cadc/lf Prince of 
Gltfnvigj and his Mother deri- 
ved her Pedigree from Anm 
(who was inarryM to the 
King of the Vi£isj Sifter to the 
Mighty and Renown'd King 
Arthur^ who departed happily 
tliis Life, and was interred at 
GUfienburjy in the Year 542. 
His Grandfather was Saint 
Gufideleim, and he was near 
related to feveral Eminent 
Saints ; amongft the reft, he 
was Cojfin German to Saint 
Kffitegerny Bifliop of GUfgofP^ 
who, forc'd from ScoiUnd^ 
founded tlie Bifhoprick of St. 
AJAph., from his Difcipleof that 
Name, whom he left to go- 
vern that Church. 

Young 



Saint Wenefride. 5 

XowngBeuno Was educated 
under the Direftion of a Holy 
Man call'd Saint Dangeftu^^ and 
he advanced fo faft in Perfefti- 
on, that he fpent Two or 
Three Days arid Nights in 
continual Prayer, fo that he 
was drawn with Reluftancy to 
refrelh fainting Nature. He 
took an early Surfeit of World- 
ly Vanity, he renounced the 
flattering Allurements of Ter- 
rene Pleafures, and exchanged 
the glittering Grandeur 01 an 
opulent Fortune for the poor 
Habit of a Monk ; refolving 
to fpend the Remainder of his 
Days in the Practice of Evan- 
gelical Counfels. Being well 
fettled, and throughly ground- 
ed in the Apofl:oiical Inflitute, 
hfi obfervea the following lau- 

iv'.i:.i B J dauble 



6 The Life of 

dable Praftice, to promote the 
Honour of his Creator. Wlie* 
he ]iad built a Church and: 
Monaftery, and there efta- 
blifh'cJ Regular Difcipline, he- 
rcmovM to fome other Part of 
the Country to perform ther" 
like Duty to God. So that in 
^w Years he became a Com- 
mon Father to numerous Reli- 
gious, who refpeded him as 
their Holy Founder. 

Tiiis zealous Monk having 
finilh'd his Monaftery at Clynoe 
Vaivs in CMrnarvonjbire, found 
himfelf powerfully infpir'd to 
vifit his Relations in Flmtjbire, 
'Tis true, lie had long before 
bid adieu to all Ties of Flelh 
and Blood, but he underftood 
this Call, as a Voice from 
Heaven. A rich and potent 
Lord 



Saint Wcnefridc. 7 

Lori in that Part of North 
TValesy where now Holy-WtU 
is, had tnarry'd the Veftuous 
and Nobie Lady Wenloj Sifter 
to Saint Beuno. His Name 
vfMTheiPithy fome write him 
Trebmthy bot a Manufcript 
now before me, of one of the 
eruditeft Antiquaries of the 
Laft A^y fays his Name was 
jTyt^/W* The» Parents of St. 
W^friJe^ by an Exemplar 
»nd truly ChrifiUn Life, fur- 
p^i&'d their Hi|ii..£xtraOion. 
They reck<»i'd Tolkl Vertue as 
tlie moft diftinguilhing Quali- 
ty, and tliey pity M Vicious Po- 
tentates, who are Contempti- 
ble in the Eyes of theJOxg of 
Kj99gs. Saint Wenefridej the 
Gicfry of 9VeU Britai^y was 
born in the troubkfome Reign 

B.4 , of 



8 The Life of 

of King Cadwallawn ; and Saint 
Beam made his Vifit to his 
Brother in Law's Hoiifej in 
the Reign of King Eluithy the 
Second of that Name. The 
Venerable Monk^ having with 
much ; Humility, and great 
Modeftv, made himfelf known, 
he tola them, That he was 
fent by Almighty God^ to ho- 
nour Him tnere, as he had 
done in other Places; and that 
he neither expefted, nor era* 
ved any other Favour, thaa a 
fmall Parcel of his large Terri^ 
tories, fudicient to build a 
Church on ; rvhere others^ m$h 
my felf (faid he) mU daily fray 
for your Safety and Hafpinefs. 

Thewith (I fbafl ftyle.him fo 
for the future) was not in the 
mifcrable Catalogue of tlipie 

thoughtlefsj, 



Saint Wcttcfridc. ^ 

thoughtlefs, blind Worldlings, 
whor are prodigal in Vanity 
and Oftentation, but ftart ana 
frown at the firft Propofal of 
parting with fmall Matters for 
the Advantage of their Souls. 
No, he lookM forward with 
other Eyes, towards a more 
Permanent Being, than here 
upon fordid Earth; therefore 
fcturn'd the following An- 
fwer : With good reafony Holy 
Father y lam obliged to give you 
fart of the Lands I now pojjejfy 
for; His Sake and Servicey Who 
bejlorv^d them all upon me. Tou 
have pleafur*d mey in asking this 
Charttyy which is more advanta- 
geous to me than toyoUy whofro^ 
fofe it. Therefore from this nJery 
Dajy I do abfolutdj alienate from 
my. fetfy 4»d my Pojterityy this 

B 5 Manor 
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Minor I Hoip live irty And ivJii 
joy, I furrtnder unto you nil af 
Right and Title, anal Put jm 
into pop/^n, I humbly ieg I 
Favour, that having One oAJj 
Child, a tender Virgin, who is v^ 
fpecial Comfort, you'll injlruEt mt 
tn Hexvenly Documents, thtt ha I 
Life and Converfatioo mty be Ho- 
ly, Pleafmg to God, and 'joyful to 
her Parents. After this gene- 
rous Settlement, the Noble- 
man made choice of a Dwel- 
ling Seat, not far diftant from 
tiie Place he had given to St. 
Beuno; where, on a Hill, he 
could fee the Church, where 
the Servants of God prais'd 
their Maker. 

As Conjlantine the Great, at 

the Building of Saint Peter^s 

Baftiiea, divefting himfcU of 

his 
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|its Imperial Robes, took tip 

the Spade, brdse^round, and 

carryM Twelve Baskets of 

£arth, in honour of the is 

Apoftles, to caft into the 

I^ptindation, in teftimony of 

his Devotion to the Primitive 

Princes (^ ChrifiUnity\ fo in 

imitation of this Heroic Pat>- 

l:erfl, the Noble Lord Thewitk 

ietflfide State and Birth, manf 

tim^s putting his ottn Hands tp 

the Holy Work^ This he did 

CO encourage others, and to 

contribute iq fome fort to dip 

^ifliing of the Fsbrick. The 

Church be'u^ madp fit to offer 

in it the Divine ^vrifcey hc 

%xA his Spouie, with their on- 

iy Cbitd,,were daily prefen( 

at Hedy Msfs, Ih.^ h»d thi$ 

Cl^Unn, to i^ee dwir 

Daughter 
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Daughter at the Sdljit^a Feet,! 
at the time erf" iiis ExhortatifMisI 
to the People, advifing her tO] 
give attention tohisExcellem 
Do£lrine. This was not necef- 
fary, altho* religiouQy Aigge- 
ftea hy Pious Parents ;'T(M- uk 
was fo much tranfported with 
a Holy Delight in Iiearinghira 
preach, that ihc frequently vi- 
fited him alone, todifcourle of 
Self-Knowledgej and Chrijiian 
Performances. 

'Twas her Parents Inten* 
lion to marry her to fome 
Nobleman of the Country, 
and to beftow on heramoft 
plentiful Fortune ; but her 
Ever Bleffed Redeemer, in thofe 
tender Years, was difpofing 
her iweetly for His Service. 
By Saint Beumh frequent Dif- 
courfes, 
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courfes, fhe underftood, hcjw 
Great, how Good, and how. 
Glorious, the Heavenly Spoufr 
was; that voluntary Virgins 
are like Angels ui^n Earth; 
that theyfoUotv the Lamby ivhere- 
ever He goes ^ .Tha t the Honours 
of the World are vain, and its 
Pleafuros (hort lived ; fo that the 
verjThought ofdTerrene Hasband 
became hateful unto her. Where- 
fore flie refolvM to keep her felf 
undefiPd, and to confecrate her 
pure Virginity to the Lord of 
Heaven and Earth. One main 
Difficulty occurred, how to 
render her Parents favourable 
to this Heavenly Gall. She 
burned with the Love of God^ 
and at the fame tinie (he refoU 
ved to fulfil the Comtnahd- 
-'" ment 
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upieot of Huwiri>ig Fdtktr S9i 
Mother, la this S(n^l$ fae- 
twixt Duriop ypqa^mi ami 
Chrffiisfi Puqr, 4»e j^/ov^ of 
all Lights p^c her int;9 a Mer 

thod, how to prepare the Way 
towards her Qappioefs, by 
inaking iuie oi Saint BetfMf as 
a Glorious Inftniment. 

This JHbh AUif was honoured 
as aSaint by her F4^msy and' 
^y coaiequence fhe knew very 
well, that he had great Power 
aqd Authority with theoi) aod 
tbey would not reje^fc any rear 
^aUe Requeft-made by him, 
lijush as Ihe took hers to b»t 
i;^patient of }o(ing time, for 
compleating .her Oefign, ha^ 
yii^ Hq^ftim om Day alone^ 
aiidat Ubfrty,.fba<^aaini!ed 
Imh with the Holy Fruits of 

his 
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W& moviflg PUcourfe% and al^ 
ter a very paUi^ick mani}^, 
humbly p6ticio9^'4 for his 2;eat- 
ops Concmreoc^ ill preferviog 
the rich Treafuwof her Virgin 
nity, which flie r^fQlvod Qever 
to part vritby fopftll- the 0^9^^ 
the flatteriDgWcirl4 could tn^k^ 
her. &.£««i»o wasagreeabW fi|F» 
prised at thi$ moft welcome 
Kevrs ; for, as $. I'tf/ir/, he de* 
HrM aU /<> if like tmfp himfflf 

*. He had uoifaak^ Qm& 
dence ia God^s Vaw§f m4 
Goodnefs, th»t He.Whah{4 
begun the Work> would- give 
U the FiniOiiag Stroke. More^ 
o¥er, belo^op Stnuiger to the 
0hgular Fi^ of them he wa« 
to treat with, he cboe^vitty unr 
dejrtookthe Tftsky tQtheuoeiir 

preiSible 
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preflible Satisfaftion of thed 
pefting Virgin. ' 

We cannot read withotit 
flowing Tears, how Faithful A, 
hraham^ in obedience to GotPt 
Command, had his Hand lifted 
up to facrifice his Son IJkaCf hii 
Only Besotten SoUj whom he lo-v^d 
*;not \o much as demurring at 
the fii'ftlntimacion ofthe 0?w«;- 
fote»t\ perchance it may move 
us to Devotion, by a ferious Con- 
fideration, how the Lord The- 
Kith entertain'd this unexpe£t- 
ed Petition of iiis dear Child, 
Befides the Internal Gifts of 
Grace, and apparent Vertues, 
which charm'd her devout Pa- 
rents, her Stature was well 
proportionM, her Face was 
niatchlefs, her Modelly equal- 
led 
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led her Beauty, Qualifications 
much admirM by Mankind. 
She- was the agreeable Objefb 
of their Eyes, the Support of 
tlieir Family, and the ProfpeQ: 
of their Happinefs upon Earth. 
Yet no fooner had Saint Beuno 
delivered his Sentiments, as to 
the Nature of the 
That it was a fort ol 
(Aujl to lacrifice their AfFefti- 
ons^ and to bequeath to their 
Goi the dearelt Creature in 
the World, whom they loved 
more than they did them- 
felves ; with other per fua five 
Reafons to the fame effeffc. 
The Holy Man, I fay, had no 
fooner ended his Difcourfe, but 
contrary to the Wcaknefs of 
other tond Parents, Tears of 
Joy came trickling down Lord 

Thimth\ 
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Themthh Cheeks^ who* ^ 
his Sfoufey broke out into 
Praifes of "Jefus CAriSf, . foi 
highly £ivouring their o 
Child. They the© call'd 
their Daughter, aodgave 
iiiU and ^ee leave to forf 
the World, wilhing her a h 
py Progrefs liji the Way of 1 
kGtiOn. They Ukewife decla 
That the Ht^venly Spoufe 
iring made choice of ner, t 
intended tamake Him Hei 
what the? defign'd for 
Dowry, oy diipofing <>f: 
lame, xo His greater Hon< 
in Pious and Religious U 
They drew alfo this Ad vant 
to themielves, of renounc 
the Viferld, fo far as was c 
fiftent. with Perfons in tl 
Stationf They eoter'd int 

i 
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•m • Rcfolution of giving to 

« Poor great part of their 

rincely Wealth, of retiring 

om worldly Noife and Hur- 

^y that tv'ith an undepending 

reedom, they might be more 

>(blute Mafters oi fhort time, 

I provide, and fend before 

leffl never ending Treafikres 

> Heaven. 

The Pious Virgin receiving 

lis coveted Grants concluded 

lat 0ie could never return 

iffident Thanks to GoA for 

lie Favour. She watchM whole 

lights in the Church, either 

neeling or proftrate before the 

Llear, whece fhe iniagined to 

lei: iel^ that ftie waSkin her Im^ 

Qortat Sfoufih Prefence Cham-^ 

ler. Contemplation raisM her 

ip into Admiratioa of His In- 
finite 
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finite Perfedions; fo that to 
hear JefmChriH only nained 
brought joyful Tears into 1m 
Eyes from a flaming Heart 
Pure Delights overfl;OwM he 
Soul; and looking toward 
Heaven, the World appear* 
bafe and contemptible. " T 
add Fuel to this pleafing Fin 
ftie procurM a Uttle Orator 
near unto Saint Beuno^s Cel 
to vifit him with greater Eai 
in the Day time, and in filei 
Night, to praiiife her Mdjli^ 
Spiritual LefTons. 

The implacable Enemy \ 
Mankind, lufpe£Hng that fuc 
high Beginnings of Perfeflfia 
in tender Years, might proves 
powerful Invitation to othij 
Noble Virgins^ of defpifir^ 
tliemfelyes and the Work 

cmploy't 



aint Wenefridc.' 2 1 

oyM one of his incarnate 
4r/^j, to defeat the Defiga 
GHohGhoH. What/*// 
>t efre£t, by its own im- 
ite Suggeftions, it too 
ently brings about, by 
nfinuating Arguments ot 
1 Mortals. Wherefore, 
as induce others to forfeit 
le Grace by Mortal Sin, 
^teftablelnftruments of re- 
us Lucifer. As thcDevilfut 
'^e Heart of Judidisl&Sinot to 
y the 6^(7/^ of 6f(?^ % fo he 

in impure Flame into the 
t of Cradocusy Kii^ Alen^s 
to commit a facrilegious 
I upon ChriSPs Lovely 
?• He was fottifhly ena- 
3 with the Charms.of her 
^n, not casing an eye on 

the 

■ ♦ 

tlD| xiii* 8. 
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the Beauty of her Vertucs ; 
waited for an Opj)ortunity, 
gratify his BrutiOi Fauioi 
which thus happen'd. Oi 
Sundajy Saint Wemfride^s P 
rents being gone to Churchb 
fore her, and flic for a flio 
fpace detain'd at home on 
Charitable Account, foon 
follow after ; the Prince h 
ving intelligence, enter'd t 
Houfe, under pretence of I 
finefs with the Lord Them 
Atfirft, the Holy M^/W, not 
all fufpefting his Infinceri 
or Deugn, receiv'd him v( 
courteoufly, with an hum 
Apol(^y of her Unworthia 
to entertain one ot his Ro 
Birth: But if you pleafe (f 
Ihe) to repojeyourfelf in a n 
xvnvenient Rem, till Dh, 
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Service is pnded^ mj father mil 
\e jK liberty to ferve jou. To 
tbi$ caadia and obliging, An* 
{wfi€ of the ba£bful Virguif 
Crddocus^ now more than ever 
inflamed with finlul DeQres, 
ceply'd in the greateft Difor- 
der^ That nothing couM be 
more agreeable than to flay in 
her Company, iince it was 
then folely in her power to 
make him happy. If fhe cooir 
pW'd with the ardent Defires 
of a pailiOQace Loti^^r, flie 
might exped all the Happinefs 
]iis Power and Quality was ca* 
liable of beftowing upon her. 
Aitho? the Virgin bluOi'd 
and .trembled at thelmmode- 
Ay of this wicked Propofal, 
et being perfectly prefent to 
er felf, in the dangerous Oo 

cafion, 



I 
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cafion, and fortify'd with Di- 
vine Grace and Light from 
Heaven, Qie anfwerM ; That 
tliere was not the leaft doubt 
to be made of enjoying Ho- 
nours, Wealth, and WorldJy 
Happinefs, by being efpous*d 
to lb Noble a Pr/«ce ; that fhe 
was in great Confufion, to be 
fo fuddenly furprifed, in fuch 
mean Attire, notbecoming his 
Prefence : Wherefore, prmh mt 
(faid ihe) to enter my Chumber-^ 
adjoifii/ig to this, to hftter my 
Drefs. Cradocm in the heat of 
hisPafnon,unwillingIy gave ear 
to the Virgin's Petition, yet 
could not rcfufe a Requeft ac- 
company'd witli fo mucli Mo- 
delly, and feeming Deference 
to his Quality. She no fooner 
got clear ot fo impudent a 
Gueft, 
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rueft, but flipping out pri- 
ately by another Door, flie 
nmediately ran towards the 
)hurch, fure of meeting with 
rotedion there from fo Vil- 
/mous an Attempt. Mean 
me, the Prince impatient of 
\ long a delay, and not with- 
at fome Sufpicion of what 
ad happened, rufh^ into the 
.oom, to which fhe retired ; 
ot finding her there, he pur- 
led her 10 eagerly, that he 
^rcrtook her on the defcerit 
r the Hill before fhe couM 
ain the Church. There with 
drawn Sword in his Hand, 
id with Fury in his Fapc, 
t threatens to {epatate her 
[ead from her Body, unlefs 
le quickly confented to his 

m. 

Here 
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iicre ntethiriivs appear'B 
lively ,!RepreTentation 6f \ 
AnguiCh and 'Perplexities 
every fide^ of Chail -^'"A^ 
whofe Honour andConlci^; 
was attempted b/ the t 
Lafcivious "Judges, rfflfe'y 
I'jnted, '^t\Y.:i Death to //er, , 
if flje did not J JJje would 
ejcafe their Hinds *. The I 
ble, JJrdeliiej came to this fi 
R^oIiiHdn, Tw better for 
without t'he 'AB^ to fulltrtto^ 
Hrndsy than to Sin in the j 
of our Lord. Oh! That C 
yi;4wj,'had fuch a Horrour, ; 
Deteftation of Mortal 5/«, 
look upon i^ as more 
deous and Priglitful thai 
vioieiit Death. St. H'e/ief. 
was of that fettled Opih: 
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file Jmd Two Torts of Deaths, 
wratting for an Aii^er, a fe< 
paration of the Soul itam the 
^dy^ or iff Sepjiratfwt ef the So/d 
fr^f'Gody (he did not bananoe 
upoft the Matter, but Un* 
muniedly, and Heroically -te^ 
^plyMj 'How,' by her fPa rents 
S&pprbbation, me was Hoii^ 
IBlpous'd to the ^o/t of Goi, 
-who irifinieely exceeds aHTo- 
»wet «nd Beauty upon rEarth, 
ithat (be would be faithful, 
^nd ^Genfbant in her' pure 'A& 
cfedions,aiid rather IdfeherBiife, 
f^an 'to admit any CorrkaS. 
:Niiiher •pM your memcesj uriJi 
Wtrroitrs^ (faid flwO ^<fn«» -im 
:fr\^ '*he Smetnefs if 'His lio^y 
tMr.yo ovurme iHt^ us to mi^t 
-me facade ^m the leifiy firm '£»• 
-'^^iHg )^P I'-htve fromis^d. 

C 2 As 
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As k happens fometimes^ that 
defpis'd carnal Love, turns in- 
to Rage, fo it fared with 
Barbarous Cradocusy who feeing 
himfelf fcornM (as he thought) 
gave fuch a deadly Blow to 
the Virgin^s Neck, that the 
firft Stroke feverM the Head 
from tlie Body : Which falling 
upon the defcent of the HiU 
jowl'd down to the Church, 
where the Congregation was 
Kneeling before the Alt at. As 
they were terrify^d, with tlic 
Bloody Objed ot her Head, fo 
they were aftonifli'djto behold a 
clear and rapid Spring, gulhins 
out of that Spot 01 GrouAd, 
her Head h/id firji foMen ufo0y 
which to this very Day^ is 
. Vifitcd from all Parts, by E^ r 
vouf Pilgrim. The Placc;j>f[ 



Saint Wcneffidc. 2p 

her Marty rdom^ had before 
her Death, the Name of the 
Dry f^allej^ or Barren Bottomy 
which was changed into the 
Title of Finhony wliich in Old 
Welfby %nifies, a FountaWy or 
Wfll. 'Twas alfo obferv^d, that 
the Stones of the Well, were 
Tinftur'd with Drops, as it 
were of Blood, to perpetuate 
the Memory of what Ihe had 
(hed for the Love of Chrifiy 
amd in Procefs of Time, 'twas 
taken Notice of, that the Mofs 
growing round the Welly had 
I very fragrant SmeU, as an 
Emblem of the Odour of her 
Angelical Vertues. 

To clofe the laft Aft, of 
this Inhumane Tragedy, and 
to relate the dreadtul Stroke 
a£ Divine Juftice, on the Cruel 

Cj TjrMfy 
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glorying in tliedctcijlable Fa6l| 
\%(i^thoJHt any Fear of Cf^^, pr 
^^a^n. Saint Bmiio. w^s/prepa-. 
ring ito offer the VnBloodjSii^^ 
crsjce of our Redemption j but 
being infpir'd by fiira, Who 
iJcclarMj^ Revenge to Me^ anci t^ 
«?'& ^>^i^) i/t ^ J he left the ^r 
«*J?> wcl taking the B. %r^yf s 
''^ ^olnto^nistremblii^Hands^ 

Oipu^ted the Afcent tp: 
^^^Cir^Jiociis. He tpar'd not 

Sftt^B^vVs waj^' given to 
ib« tender Yxrgin j 0^ the 
^m acqount fov the Uye of 

^•elcpfxi^ F^ith(iii ^vai^ts pf 
^ '^r^^f npiUingi %'ftnly 
««<?SPf Pfl- Jeing Mfl^^ up tp 
.teffli. he ^ijl: . T\qh. Mtid 
Mff{ I \Vho msthout .^^jf regu4 U> 

C 4 Innocencey 
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Innocence^ or Beautj, has mifftf 
cred A Prrxcely Firgiffy /to lefs no- 
bly bom than thy jilf. Nor doH 
thoa rcfenty or fnm forry, at 
thou oiighteH to do^ for this 
horrid Sacrilege. I here befeech 
my Heavealy Lord^ thxt for, 
sn Exit7»j>le to others, He will 
fleafe to execute His Divine 
"judgment againH thee, who hds 
murthered His Sfoufe, troabki 
His People^ violated His Sabhathf 
end hejprinkled this Holy Houfe 
with Bloody which J conficrated 
to His Service. As the Earth 
fwallow'd up rebellious and 
perverfe Corahy fo fome affirm, 
that at St. Beund's laft Words, 
Cr<xi/of«v not only dropped down 
dead j but alfo that the Earth 
open'd, to give paffage to the 
luxurious 
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ixurious Body to fink towards 
is Monftrous Soul, or that the 
dsjler whom he had ferved, 
'he Devily carry 'd it off; for it 
I certain, that the Carcafs of 
lie cruel Murtherer never af- 
srwards appearM. 

The Faithful glorify M G(?ii in 
[is Jisftice, but could not curb 
ieir GrieK Saint Beuno ear- 
eftly exhorted the Parents 
nd People to turn from La« 
lentations, aild to addrefs the 
'redtar of Souls,, and Rdiftr up 
f Dead Bodies, that as He 
lad c6mmanded back Ldzarus 
Life, rotting in his Monu- 
nent, fo, to His greater Ho- 
IOC and Glory, and for the 
ilooifort of the forrowful Pit* 
tmsj who had fo generoufly 
ledicatqd this Darling Child to 

C 5 His 
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His Service, He would gra> 
cioufly vouchfafe to reftore her 
to Life. He then joinM the 
Sacred Head to the Pale Bodv, 
covering both with his Cloak, 
after which, heofferMup th« 
Holy Sacrtfceof our SalvatioH. 
After Mafi was ended, lie 
lifting up his Hands to Hea- 
ven, made the following Pray- 
er. Lord Jefus Chrilt ! for 
Wlwfe fake, this Holj Virgin eo/i- 
temri'd the World^ attd laf^uiJPd 
after Thee ; hj the Tender Bowels 
of thy Mercy, Lcve, and Bountyj 
be gncioufly pleas' d to gnnt mtht 
Eff'eSi of oar Vows And PraygrSy 
humhly effer'd unto Thee, We art 
full) perfuaded, ihgi this Godlj. 
Virgiff, ivho liv^d Ijoliiy, and 
dfdfor Thei mth great Conlidarfy^ 
IS nofp highly exMttdj and wants 
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more the Societji of us Mortal 
d Mifirahle Creatures. X't to 
wifeh T(^ QmnipUace a/td Sft- 
tmeDomiaio^f which ITjotf k4^ 
er Soulf upd Bodies^ vthteh fff 
ver dead to Thy Power of re^ 
fitihg them \ as stfa to muUin. 
t the Merits of tlfat Soiily rfhoji- 
7di lies here (ftfote us : We t^rsi've 
Sefond Lffefor htr ; ta the e/fd* 
nt After a iot/i tf^d ^lentif^ 
fgrv0j laden and enrich'^ W'tk' 
■w Merits, (he may nturtt «9/9 
&«, btr Eter^4 Spoufe, a^d tH 
Heved of IffY Heart i Whoxvhk 
> ftitker find /i&e flplj^ Qjioff"! 
(if J* on ^rthj ati^teigneH iff, 
feaverij for ever aj/d e^f*'". 
'he PiQUS People, dfowq'^ ifk 
'ears, leaving wkji S^^is a,n^ 
lovlrf^ SobbSj .aDrwej:'!^ ^ 
SUtly, Jmen; the Virgin a- 
rofe, 
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rofc, as newly awaked 
Sleep. She wiped her 
and Face, to dear awa^ 
Glorious Duft, which ha 
tied on her Lovely Head, 
it tumbled towards her 
Saint Beutto. The Decol 
of Saint Wenefrtde is cc 
ted on the 2 2d of 'June. 

Contemplate here ' 
Reader) the Joy and Ad 
tion, which then tranfj 
all prefent, at this won 
Miracle. Tears burrt out 
plentifully, but flowing i 
different Caufe. They 
nify'd and blefs'd the B 
lefs Goodnefs of her 
Gody every one refolving 
with the Saint J to a Ne 
of reforming their paft : 
One Particular ia this f 
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flg Refufcitation is very re- 
larkable, viz. When her P4- 
mtsj and others, iixM their 
Lyes upon her Neck, thev ob- 
jrvM a Fure White Circle^ no 
ir^er chan a fmall Thread, 
uite round it, denoting the 
^lace, where the Separation 
ad been made; which always 
fter remained. From this, the 
reat Veneration of the Peo- 
ple for her, changed her 
ifame, which was Brewa^ into 
bat of Wenefride. Wen in the 
)id. Britijb Tongue fignifies 
Vhitey and other Letters were 
ly an Alteration added to this 
Syllable, to render more a* 
;rQeable the Sound of the 
^ew Name. In the many 
iipparitions after her Second 
^tb. when flie ihewed her 

felf 
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ftlf to her Devout Clieiitsy 
they 3.-lw8ys took fpecial Ncb 
ticeof the afisFefaidtKi/feC*>- ; 
c/f, which intimated to them j 
the indelible Mark of hcF^ 
Spaufe's Afte£lion, for fufferipg , 
that Mortal Wound focourair 
geoufly for His fake. 

Permit me here to break off 
fpr a while the Thread of this 
Difcourfe, by afhortbutnece& 
fary Digreflion; in order to ob- 
viate the Cavils offdmc Modern 
Incredulous Cricicks, who feem 
now adsys to entertain fuch 
ftrangs Notions of thefe Super- 
natural Works of Almighty 
Gpd, that they believe nothing, 
tJwt fiiiis not esadly with tli^ 
fanciful IdeasoftheirownBrain. 
TTi^fe B-efiners will be apt, no* 
oaly to carp at what is h«re re. 
latedj 
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lated concerning this]HoIy Vir- 

fin's Return to Life, but per- 
aps alfo turn to ridicule what 
follows hereafter, ofh«r fending 
%Pr«fents to SL Beum) by thtfCuiv 
pent of the Miraculous Fo\jja« 
tain ; and feveral other wonder- 
ful things, GontainM in the ibt- 
owing J^ges« M it would be^ 
highlycriminal to pretend to&-» 
them the Wifdom of God by our 
ibaDow Capacities, or to con- 
filie His Omnipotence to die 
bounded Limits of the great- 
eft l^ower upon Earth; fo 
it would be Madnefs in us 
to believe every thing, with- 
out rationalGrounds and fuffi- 
eient; Authority; . But whea 
we find fuch Inftances crf^ the 
Infinite Power and Goodnefe 

of Aimigbty God) as we have - 

here 
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here in this Hiftory^ recorded 
by Learned and Pious Witnef- 
iesy and handed down to Po-. 
fterity by an uninterrupted 
Tradition^ &r feveral Age»j# 
together, and never queftioo'd; 
till thefe our Days. It is the 
Duty of every Rational Man 
and Pious ChriftUny rather to 
acknowledge the Goodnefs of 
God, Who appeared Wonder-, 
ful in thefe His Works,, than 
difpute Hi3 Power hy cavilling 
at Fa6):s, 6nly becaufe they 
feem to ihock his fooUih Ima* 
gination. To condefcend to 
Sie Weaknefs of future Ages, 
Divine Providence feems to 
have taken particular care we 
ibouM not want undoubted Ex» 
amples oS this Nature, to faci* 
litate our Belief. We know 

the 
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the * Prophet Elizens call'd 
back to life the Son of the Su^ 
Mmite.' 'f' Saint Pefer rais'd 
Tdtitbaj and Saint Paul the 
Young Man that fell from the 
Window. Again, (mJ When 
the Sons of the Prophets were 
cuttil^ down Wood on the 
Banks of the River Jorda^y 
the Head of One of the Axes 
fen into the Water. The H. Pro- 
phet EUzem cutting a Piece of 
Wood^ in Form of a Handle 
to it, caft it into the River. 
The Iron immediately, con- 
trary to its Nature, came from 
the Bottom, and joined the 
Wood. If fome of our Mo- 
dern Criticks, who pretend to 
nore Wit than Religion, durft 
publifh their pro&ne Notions 

on 

^ 4 KiAga, if. f Aft. ix, lo. (4; 4 ^^V^ ^^^ 



" Bottom of the River 
; for, an4 by wli^t 

* tound out the P 
Wopd (Virnmina on 

"faceot the Waters? 
thertheRecov-eiyof 

* Head ol an Ax. was 
„ Jf.<lf"ChlHiportan 

t'04niouldthinl£fit 
,; ploy His Ommpotw 
« r^'^'S'g fc great a 1 
» tofindit? " But to 
all fuch Drofa»pn„(i:o 
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eitli Divwi Truth, and detb 
pr'd davra to aJi Ages ta 
>]»ev ia the vevy Word dE 
^od it&l( 

Is. it hardoD to beHeve that a* 
ttle light Bundle fhou'd float 
pOfl|tM Sea> and arrive £db m 
Creek, near unto u^bieh Saiat^ 
tTMratheo liwd, without tlw 
tti: Damages, than that the 
teadf of an Ax, a hunpifl» 
iece of Iroo, ihouM fwim 
poa the Suiface of thq Wa* 
ur&of the River ^doB^ and 
oa a Piece of Wood thrown 
I afiser it, in Form of a Han* 
le? Without doubt Both Fa^s 
h wonderful, Both Miracles. 

I know there is a very wide, 
ad as I may fay, an infinite 
^fparity betweien JW/rW^f re- 
■/- giftcrM 



o! Witneiies, ana aeu 
down to us by the ui 
fal Beliefof all Ages, as 
Cafe before us, of ourS 
being rais'd to life by the 
ers of Saint Beu/Wj and t 
Manner £he fent Prefer 
bim afterwards ; it wou 
as unpardonable in a Ra 
Man to refufe his Aflisnt, 
deny that there ever wa 
a Perfon in the World as \ 
Coffitr, or that whatever 
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the Incredulous mutter; all 
GooAChripMskwWj that the 
Son of God, Who neither can 
nor will deceive, has made 
this Infallible Promife to His 
Church, That He will be with 
.her to the End of the World ^, 
and that they who believe in 
Him, (hall not only do the 
Works He did, but even Great- 
it than thofejball thtf do f . Can 
the Hand of God be IhortenM ? 
Or, . Can His Goodnefs receive 
any. Diminution? No, no, Your 
Ooinipotence, O Lord, is ftill 
thedime, and of Your Mercies 
there -is no End. 

Whatever this incredulous 
Age may think of this great 
Abrade of our Saint's Return 
Xti(lJki it a{^eaf'd fb evident 

i"^ ' .- - '■ ■. . ^ to 

' < ; lUt, XZTiii, la JoJu xiv, 127 
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to tlie Weji Briuins, and re- 
dounded to much to the Ho- 
nour of God's Church, Saint 
Beaflo'sSanfticy.and thepower 
he Iiad with his CreAtor^ that 
■many Pagxn Peo^le^ remaining 
in thofe Parts, came to hear J 
the Holy Man's Inftr unions in 1 
the CathoUck Biithy and to re- 
ceive Baptifm. 

S. Wenefride accordingto har 
former Pra£tice, like Miry at the 
Feet of Christ, fat on a Low Seat 
before him. She was ncvorfii- 
tiated with the Heavenly Mai- 
na, which fell from his Angeli- 
cal Tongue. She counted as 
nothing what (he had already 
done, or fufferM, and refttefs 
to be more ftriaiy united "to 
her Belovfed $fau{e^ fheajbitfd 
to the Heiglit of Pcrfeaion. 
Wherefore 




Wherefbtfe Ihfe ihoft hambly 
;g*d ^p6ii tier Knees, to lie 
irily 'i^feflM (ac(Jording td 
tte Cuftdfiii <>f the Primitive 
Itteds) %hat by efircrihg into a 
RlKgidts -Gofirfe of iLtfe, flic 
Sifelrt put He// 'to grcalter Con- 
fii^iti> which had fiercely at- 
^0&k\^ todifllonotirG^'ntan^ 
bfer^tf: But moftly, that'fhc 
ihipt i(>dar 'fdi*th her Sdul k 
%^ F9@feftcie :6f her Etbrhal 
^^iufe^ .Sx%h ^ flaining and dif- 
""^ "'id Hi^pt, feflcirely His, 
yj 'Sihoidl hat/eiefi vil 
•^^i'jlnd'^nfe f<abw*^d Thee *. 
'St.%«ito0 %ith Tears of Joy, 
-eBtn^ly'd >^itih this ««iigtoiis 
'Riiqtieft, =tfhd (perfdrai'd thlie 
'G&>eSfi% iha itnfoepous Af- 
fembly. He knew to 'what b. 

Degree 

* St. Ma^ xix. 27, 
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Degree of Sanftity the Spirit 
of God would raife her, for 
His own Glory, and the Im- 
provement of others j there- 
fore he fpent whole Days ia 
cultivating her Soul, in wh^H 
regarded a Religions State. 
Slie, as an apt Scholar, took in 
fo fart: the frequent Leflbns, 
and put them m praftice fo 
punftually, that it ftruck her 
Mafter into Admiration. He 
finding her fo far advanced in 
an interior Life, that Ihe was 
even able to diredl and govern 
others in the Way to Perfe- 
flion; one Day he calPd for 
her Parents^ and after the fol- 
lowing Manner dcUver'd un- 
to them his Sentiments and 
Refolutions, 
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As lou (faid he) have moji 

liberally befiaw^d a Church and 

Houfe for the Service of God^ 

and for the Help and Beneft of 

the Faithful^ Jo His Divine Ma^ 

jefy^ has more than fiifficientlj re- 

^ited your Charity^ by confer-- 

ring on you Spiritual Favours^ 

but more effecially on your Child^ 

whom for the the time to come j you 

majfoUowas afafeGuide^ in our 

Blyjed Redeemer's Service. I am 

calrd on by Heaven^ to another 

Plaeer^ and I leave you to the 

Grace and Goodnefs of God^ 

and to the rare Example of your 

Daughter. Then turning to 

Saint fVenefridey he faid^ Our 

Lord^ Dear Child^ has appointed 

you to fucceed in my Labours. 

Match on in the Wayof Vertue^ 

4$ I have taught youy and guide 

D others 



your Vf J" II, i-, r» « 



r7«' "• 
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ner, when Saint Wemfride was 
acc|uaint6d by her admir'd 
MsJieTj that me (honld not fee 
him any more in this World, 
a lawful Grief feemM to over- 
whelm her. To comfort her 
in fuch deep AfiEliflion, Saint 
Btgmo toolt ner by the Hand, 
andledher tothe Chryftalline 
Fountain, the Place of her 
Martyrdom ; where they fit- 
ting together on a Stone, 
bearing to this Day, the Name 
of SdUft Beuno^s Stonej anc} 
which lieth now in the vOut* 
ward Well ; Tou fee (laid he) 
the Monument here of your Suffe- 
rings. Behold alfo the StoneSy 4S 
tin^ur^d with jour Bloody which 
vids fie d for the Glorj of your 
Heavenly Spoufe^ Be you there^ 
fwe Attentive^ snd mindful of 

D 2 tvhat 



1 
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whit I do foretel yosj (o/icer 
Three Jpccid Favouysj wk 
pur Glorious Sfoujk Jefus C 
fpill hereafter honour jour 
Mfid hjjQur Prdyersy htKefit oi 
The firU H, That thefe Bl( 
Spots Qiall never be wa(h' 
from the faid Stones, but 
remain, as triumphant S 
of your Blood, fpili in dcf 
of your Chaftity. The St 
iiy That any Perfon who 
devoutly ask Temporal ! 
fings, or Freedom from S 
tuai or Corporal Diftrefle: 
be obtain'd by your Merits 
Interceflion, the fame : 
compafs his Requeft, if ii 
to the Honour and Glon 
Gody by paying their D 
tions three times at this \ 

If what he petitions for be 
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for the Advantage of his Soul, 
and therefore is not granted; 
at his Death by your Prayers 
lie (hall reap more ample 
Fruit, and in the Next World 
Everlaftirig Bleffings. The Thirds 
Tbat after my Departure into 
a more remote Pare of this 
Ifflnd, God will give me a Cell 
near unto the Sea Shore; fo 
that whenever you fend any 
tetters or Tokens to me, as I 
Ihtreat you to do at leaft once 
wery Year, only caft them in- 
to the Stream ol this Fountaw^ 
and they will come fafeunto 
me. Which Wonders willbeglo^ 
ricujh divulfed of you y to the End 
(jf the World. 

He then conduced her back 
to the Church ; where he adr^ 
d^.: Behold this Churchy and 

D I Buildings 



„; •" "} your fiou 

l" •» frfu. tip Di-v 
«ntoyou; that is. The, 
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To experience the racking 
QPeds of a rational Sorrow^ 
> nothing derogatory to folid 
'ertue. The Holy ot Holies 
otonlyrgroan'd, but wept at 
lie Tomb of Ldzdras ^, and 
c (bed Tears upon "^erufdem 
J for the future Calamities of 
bat obftinate CiiHy which 
fould not know* the time cf 
'^s Vifitation* The Royal Fro- 
ket^ a Man according to God^s 
wn Heart, . upon taking . Ixis 
ift farewel of his beloved ^o- 
4thas^ they, wept together, 
ta Ddvid more (a). It mud 
lot then feem ft range, that 
he tender Heart of this dole- 
111 Virgin^ was ready to fplit 
funder with Griefy at the laft 

Adieu 



num 



* St, John xi. 55. \ y».Luktt xii. 41. 
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Adieu, in this World. The 
more he attempted to fwect- 
cn this bitter Separation, his 
cliarming Words caufed her 
Iwelling Sorrow to float high- 
er ; inforauch, that when Hie 
faw him, with his Staif in his 
Hand, ready to depart, fhc 
rated the approaching Lofs, as 
the heavieft Crofs upon Earthy 
and could not forbear expref- 
fing thus her felf unto him l 
Norv Holy Fathery I am to he left 
dlofie, AS a Poor Orphm Child 
ivtthout a Nurfe^ or us a SiSj 
Sheep^ atnoffgfl ravenous liWveSj 
without A Pajlor to defend me-, 
I was always fafe tvith yguy alivayt 
joyful in your Prefence, always in- 
flruBed by your Exhortations, and 
tdify''d by your Example. Thefc 

Words, attended with flow- 
ing 



^Wk. 
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iiig Tears, fo much opprefs'd 
Saint Beuno^s Heart, that not 
being able to utter any An^ 
fwer, he blefs'd' her with his 
Hand, and haftenM his pace; 
in the Beginning of his Journey. 

Nothing now could comfort 
hcr^ fave only the frelh Re* 
membraiice or all his Pious In« 
flTu6tions, and an earneft De* 
fire of executing obediently 
his Commands. Accordingly, 
in a ihort tiine fhe aflbciate^ 
to her: felf many Noble and 
Devdut Virgins J who obfery'd 
fuch Ktiles is.flie eftablim'd 
for them. She order'd no^ 
thing but what firfk Ihepra^; 
ftis'd' her felf J and Miracles 
were not wiotirig toincreaf^. 
het Authority;and thei Opiqixja 

her Sanctity: ^Tlieir Love. 
D 5 and 



\ 
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and Rcfpe£l towards her, caa- 
fcd each of them to contend 
■who fhould be moft forward in 
the Imitation of" her rare Per- 
feftions. They naufeatcd for* 
did Plcafures, they underva- 
lued "Wealth and Honour^. 
and they feemM to be Inhabi- 
tants of a Terreftrial Paradijij 
in loving and ferving their 
Heavenly iifonfe, the Son q£ 
God. She govern*d her Sub- 
jefts with endearing Com- 
mands, fo that they obey'd 
with equal Merit and Con- 
tent. She easM them in their 
Difficufties and Temptations, 
infomuch that they obferving 
her Rigid Mortification,- bee 
Angelical Purity, and know- 
ing the Strift Union flie had 
With God in Prayer, whatever 
ffie 
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file decIarM unto them, was 
rcccivM as Oracles from Hea- 
ven. 

The fpreading Fame of St. 
Wendriie was wonderfully di* 
latea by miraculous Cures of 
DifeasM Perfons. They were 
frequent and apparent, and di* 
vuIeM thro' otlier Parts of 
Wm€s. Many flock'd from 
diflant Places to hear her dif* 
courfe and to receive Inftrudi- 
Ons, whom (he fent away with 
flaming Hearts, and ardent De- 
fires to be faithful and fervent 
in the Service of their GoA. 
They regretted a Return to 
their rei^e6live Habitations: 
Aiid as- the Queen of S^sbd. 
(food aftonilBiM at Solomon's 
fingular Wifdom, fo thefe ad* 
miring Strangers magnify M the 

^ conftanc 



GrAtifude for receiv' 
vours is not only a Mor: 
tue, but the Eternal E 
of Cheritbms and Sen 
who are now adoring 
offering never ending 1 
tothelnfiniteGoodnefs o 
Omnipotent Creator, Wh( 
manded them out of the.i 
of nothing. Saint Wei 
had a moft grateful Soul 
bonour'd Saint Biuim -. 
Eminent Servant of God 
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Kild never ^ fufficiently ac« 

Qiowledse. her Duty to hen 

reateft BenefaSlorj after Hiiiif 

^ho made her. Samt Beuno^ 

sliverM to her the Firft Rudi- 

lentsoof Ferfedion ; he incited 

zv to embrace a Religious. 

tate; he obtain'd forhcr by. 

is Prayers a Second Life, and 

3iiIbM her Interior, that {be 

'as amiable in the Sight of 

i>^ and Men. To makcfome/ 

nan return, ihe fent him ev€^ 

J Year a 1-oken, after the. 

lanner he had prefcribM. In 

le. Beginning of Mayy almoft/ 

Year, after his Departure, 

iththe help oC her Religious 

ifiersy Ihe finifliM a curious » 

mbroider 'd Vefiment ; and , 

^rapping the fame in a Wool- 

n« Clow, flic, went dowa- 

with^ 
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with her Religious and others, 
to the Well Side, and cafting 
the Bundle into the Water Jbc 
faid •, Holy Father ^ *ceordiiK n 
your CommAsd and my Fromifty I 
fend unto you this fmaB Token «f.' 
my Love. To the great A&x^- 
nifliment of numerous Behol- 
ders, it pafled down the Stream 
into the River, then into the 
Sedy and it landtd near the 
Monaftery where Saint Beuite 
then dweh, many Miles diftanr 
from the Holy Fountain. 

The Holy Man was then 
walking on the Sea Shore, and 
wondcr'd what that Bundle 
ihould be; but opening it, he 
remembred the charge he had 
given to Saint Wenefride^ and 
that as he had foretold, it came 
miraculoufly to him, without 
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le leaft Sign of Wet or 
(oifture. Tois Vtftment he 
wibf ir'd witb oxat Care in 
i& Church, for the Celfibratioa ^ 
P' Holy Mdi. He iikewife 
ioeiv'a freuier Lights of her 
refejit aotd fui:uFe Sa»6lity; 
ow much Alm^tty Gvd would 
e bopoured byr faier. not oaly 
t Fifikpif, but in other' Places 
rhitKer Divifle Providence 
bould dire^ her to go. The 
^irfm never iittermkted to 
end him » Y^irly Prefent, tiU 
)ig moft happy Death was^ 
lBve^'4 unto her, and the- 
Slorious Reitrard he was 
:iowo*d villi in Heaven. 

This Itft Faflage may ap- 
i^f to IncredtdcMs DroBs the 
9ip^ fujrprUins of all others in 
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Life. Therefore Divine 
vidence thought Ht to aut 
ticate the Memory of it ti 
very Day, and after this i 
ner. In Carnarvo/ifhirey I 
Miles diftant from the T. 
of CArnarvo^t there is a 1 
Creek where the Sea run 
call'd in IVelJh, Ponhj i 
(corruptediy,asIcouldinfl 
in other Appellations) for j 
y Cajfulj or the Fori oj 
yefimeat. Here the Firft Pn 
of our Saint miraculoufly 
ded ; and the Place retain 
Name td this Day. Near 
this Inlet there ftands a L 
Parifh Church call'd Cly. 
in which St. Beuw was bu 
his lafl: founded Mona 
being there. His Tomb i 
extant, and is had in { 
veneri 
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veneration by the Inhabitants. 
The Hiftory of St. Wenefride's 
Life was curioufly repreientcd 
in the Giafs WindoM« of Clyn- 
nag Church ; but has been fa 
de&ced^ that little now ap« 
pears. What can be more 
perfuafive to obtain Credit to 
this Miracle, than fo Ancient 
and fb Certain a Tradition^ 
even tathofe who ufe their 
utmdft efforts to deftroy the 
Memory of Miracles. Tihe 
Port of the Fejlment folves the 
Objeftion from the Year 660 > 
to this of 1 7 1 2. As Apoftoli- 
Cftl TrAdition is the Unwritten 
Word^* of God, and by it we 
receive the H. Scriptures, and 
the Sacred Interpretation and' 
True Senfe of themy as what 
regards Infant B4////111, &c. let 

it 



to Son w '" fetion ot eui, i 
is a clea^«^Xbeea recorded 1 

than if ic Hiftorv. r 

' After Sa>«B""°^„ to feeV 
Saint H^'*^'*';tuuftr«ions 
in ber Soul/'!*,\f' tor remo- 

viogfrotnihew j^ „^orI 
{be was. She n f^ „el 

grounded in '^ notnecejta 
her prefence ^*'*? ' , ^ End < 

I, seventh Je«^ ^^.^^ ,,, 

^""Ta her? [be took leave 
foretoldber; 11 ^ and 

her Spiwfi if;^. 'TU e 
Viei Loving Pare"" 
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imaginM that as the 
rgin Martyr was under a fe- 
re trial at the Departure of 
int Beunoy whom £he calPd 
V Father; in like manner thefe 
oble Religious Virgins had 
avy hearts and flowing eyes> 
[len they underftooa that 
eir dearell: Mather was fully 
Tolv'd to leave them. To 
mpofe and quiet them fhe 
clar'dthati/ $vai the iViU of 
H^ and as they had fubmit- 
d unto her^ they ought to 
ew undifturbM ooedience to 
QVf Heavenly Sfcufe : That all 
ings ought to be welcome, 
ming rrpm His Fatherly 
and, and appointed them by 
Lfinite Wiiaom. So, having 
impleated neceilary Orders, 
ifi embraced each of the 5/- 

Jters^ 
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Jiersj and chofe One of them 
for a Companion in her Jour- 
ney. Before her Departure 
fhe went down to vifit the 
Place of her Martyrdom ; where 
falling upon her knees in fer- 
vent Prayer, Ihe humbly fafr 
fought tne Creator of Heaven 
and Earth to dired her in this 
New Pilgrimage^ and likewife 
to emreaje His Bleffings o?i-fuch^ 
who in a devout manner fbould 
vilic that Well, where for His 
Honour Ihe had futfcr'd the 
Lofs of her Life. The many 
Miracles in fubfequent Ages, 
gave clear teftimony that her 
Charitable Petition had the 
gracious alfent of Him Who is 
the Beftower of all Good Gifts, 
Saint l-Ve/iefride having re- 
commended to God herMona- 
ftcry. 
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ftery of Bnhon^ her Parents, 
and her Friends, Divine Pro« 
vidence directed her to the Cell 
of Bleffcd Deifer^ Eieht Miles 
diQ;ant from the Holj IVeU^ 
lis Reclufe was much in God!^s 
favour ; and Robert^ Prior of 
Shrewsbury^ recounts of him fe« 
veral evident Miracles, which 
for brevity are here omitted, 
becaufe my fole Intention is to 
fet forth the Merits of our 
Glorious PAtronefs of Wdes. 
The Holy Man told her that 
God had not made any thing 
Imown unto him as to her 
Journey: But have patience 
(fidd he) this Night J and I wiS 
inquire after His Blejfed Plea* 
fare. Samt Deifer fpending 
the Night in Prayer, accor- 
ding to his cuftom, heard a 

Voice 



70 The Life of 

Voice towards Morning, whidi 
-faid ; TeS my detir f^iygm Daugh- 
ter WenefFide, thai Jke repitir 
fortkrviti to the Village Hentht 
lant, where the Venerable SatUTt 
nus rnHfuIfy inJhuSi her as to tbk 
PUce of her Abode duriiie Uh, 
Deifer acquainted her with his 
CommifTibn, and likewife af- 
fur'd her, that this Ho/; A'p/^^- 
hour (fo he call'd him) would 
be enabled from Heaven not 
only to fatisfy her where to 
fix, but likewife he would In- 
form her of other things rela- 
ting to her felf. After that, he 
direded her in the Way tpSt. 
Sataraus. 

It pleas'd Almighty Qod to 
honour the Virgin's Progrefe 
by revealing the fame to feve- 
ral Saints, and the Occafion of 
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^r Journey. Amongft the reft 
as Saint Saturfws^ who gavo 
^r a charitable reception at 
^efithUnf. Great part of that 
ight they fpent together in 
:ayer andf Holy Gonterences ; 
id to her great Confolation 
\ eatertainM her with many 
)iritual Le^ures. He ac* 
tainted her in the Morning 
i^t there was a Place not far 
ir, calPd WitherUc Tnow vuU 
irly Guitherin) which was 
irich'd with precious Re^ 
lues qS many Glorious Saints^ 
hQ had iiv'd and dy'd there; 
id on this account it was high- 
reverenced by Devout Pco- 
e. ThvFUee (faidhe) issLf- 
imted pu by Divine Providence 
r your Temper d [(journingufo^ 
trtb: Touyifnd there a Holy 

AbboP^ 



\ 
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Ahbotf ly NAtne Elerius, who k 
of fo greAt Mortifieatioitf dnd (f 
jo great Vnion with God in Prdj- 
fr, thit he's entirely dead to tht 
IVfirld, I am order'd to fend yo* 
to this Man, and fa/rthsr toiet jo» 
knoiv^ that you'll experience undtr 
hii Conda£i a Ctrlejtial Trttafuilu 
ty of Mind. You'll Ukemje fni 
there a Monaflery of chafte Ptr- 
ginSy mho have heert train'dup 
from their very Infancy in folid 
l^ertue. You are defiin^d by He4- 
ven to improve them more in Per' 
fe£iion by your Example and .In- 
ftruiiions. In procefs of time 
thefe Religious mil fubmit them- 
fel-ves unto you, m to a Mother 
and Abbefsj who is fent providen- 
tially unto them by their Heavenly 
Spoufi, 

Saint 
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It Wenefride was tranf- 
i with Joy, hearing this 
ible Relation of her 
inefs fo near at hand. 
aoft humbly begged his 
igv and Diredions how 
lilh her Journey. The 
Man, out of Refpeft 
^cvqrence, accompanyM 
imfelf part of the Way. 
artixig he gave her his 
ig, and orderM his Dea- 
conduft her to Saint 
(s. 'Twas no fmall Corn- 
to her that (he was tra- 
g towards a Momflery of 
yirginsy and there to en- 
leir Angelical Converfa- 

iitherin is now a Village, 

:ever it was in former 

\y in Lknbighjljircy near 

E the 
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the River C/«/iie, which fepa- 
rates diis County from that of 
of tlint. Saint Eiertm had 
here his Monaftery in a Vale 
call'd P'alits Ctutinay where fe- 
veral Religious Perfbns of 
Both Sexes embraced his la- 
rtitute, and follow'd his Exam- 
ple. 

The Holy Abbot had a Re- 
velation ot her Coming, and 
of her dillingLilfhing Merits; 
therefore to honour her, he 
met iier at fomc dirtance, and 
led her to the Church. After 
they had prayed a while toge- 
ther, he toolv her afide from 
the Deacon and licr Compani- 
on, telling her, that he was 
no Stranger to that Heroical 
Act, ot fuffering a violent 
deatii to preferve !icr Virgi- 
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ity; that the Miraculous 
buntain was an evident Te- 
imony of it; and that he 
rould cheerfully aflift her in 
le Defigns of His Divine A&- 
fyj intended by this her 
ourney. The Virgin reply'd, 
W as to her felf^ /be had only 
lis to offer ; That as jbe had beef^ 
iided bj God^s Holy Spirit to 
^d him out^ Jo in the future 
ourfe of her Life^ Jbe would be 
% obedient Childy in hearing 
id obferving his Dire^ions^ 
The Holy Abbot was ex- 
emely cdify'd at this humble 
id modeft Anfwer. He told 
sr, That if fhe pleas'd, they 
ould fpend that Night .in 
rayer, for greater fccurity in 
lis important Affair. This 
ley did; and he having re- 

E 2 ceiv'd 
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ceiv'd clearer Lights froi 
Heaven, was replenifh'd wit 
incredible Joy, and told her 
the Morning, tliat ^Imigl 
God would not be wanting i 
increafe His Fatherly Loi 
towards her. Without fayir 
more, lie led Iier out of r! 
Church to the Monaftei 
which was under his Goven 
meat, and he fpoke thus to tl 
Religious Virgifis. 

Rejoice^ Dear Children 
God, for that it bath pleaj''d yoi 
Heavt/ilj Spoafe to jend a A't 
Star of jvondeyful Brightftefs 
pjine amongsi you. He ha4 pr 
'vided you fuch n Companion . 
will ennch your Souls rvtth t, 
Treafure of Religions Perfcitio 
hy^ the Pattern (he'll fet hefars yo 
This is the Rfm^vned yirgin W" 
nefrid 
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nefride, tvho as you havt heard^ 
fuffer^d a Gloriofu Death^ in de- 
fence of her Chafiitj. This is fie 
tphoje Triumphs are recounted in 
Churches^ and tvhofe Trophies il^ 
lujtrate the Province where jhe li^ 
ved. Rejoice therefore^ becauje 
fbe is come to remain and end her 
Days amongH you. Happy is her 
Arrival! Preftrve carefully this 
inejiimahle Treafure. Mark and 
imitate the Example jhe'^ II fbetv you ^ 
and give attention to the Spiritual 
Documents Jbe'^S deliver ; becaufe 
for this Chrift has fent her. 
Having utter'd this Speech to 
the Reiigiom in general, he ad- 
drefsM the Venerable Abbefs 
Theonia with thefefew Words : 
Tp youy Dear Mother^ after a 
more fpecial manner^ I recom^ 
mend a refpeHful Entertainment 

E J of 
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of this Sacred Spoufe of Chrift, 
M'/jo by direlthg her hither^ hat 
(ign all ^ regarded And regaled your 
i'amily. Afcef tills Re with- 
drew', leaving Saint IVenefride 
amongit them, bluQiing, and 
as it were finking under th« , 
Barclien of lier own Praifes. 

Not only Abbefs TheomAy 
wlio was a very Holy Woman, 
but Saint Elerim alfo, held 
frequently private conferences 
witli Saint Werjefride ; and dif- 
couiTmg of Heavenly Myfte- 
i'ics and Vertuous Praftices, 
tliey difcoverM her to be fo 
clearly illuminated in the Firft, 
and fo folidly grounded in the 
Second, that Both of them ad* 
mir'd tlitiricli Trcafury of her 
Soul. When the Abhot re- 
turn'd x.q\\\s Monks, who HvM 
not 
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not far off in Auftere Difcipline, 
'twas hisCuftom to magnify 
the Merits of this Stranger^ 
and feem'd not able to exprefs 
what was due unto her. 

At length the Fame of her 
' SanOiity was fo much divul- 
ged, tnat numerous Crowds 
of all Callings flock'd to Gui- 
fhermy to behold a Noble Cou- 
rageous Creature, who to fe- 
ciirc her Virginity had fuffer'd 
the Lois ot her Head, and 
who after Death, to the greater 
Glory of her Spoufe^ by a Holy 
Man's Prayer had returned to, 
Life. They importun'd her to 
Ihfew the Pure White Circle 
round her Neck, which fhe in- 
duftrioufly decHn'd, till at the 
requeft or her Sifiers fhe yield- 
ed to their Pious Defire, left 

E 4, Ihe 
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fhe (hould feein to affe£t J 

miUty. The Glorious Scar ] 
ced Tears ot' Compun£l 
from their Eyes, by refli 
ing how Heroically and \\ 
what Fortitude Hie recei 
tijc Moi'ta! Wound from 
Sword of cruel Cradoctf!, 
ther than once to offend 
God, and how often they 1 
ihew'd their Weaknefs, 
complying with the FirftS 
geftions of the Infernal E 
my, and fharaeful Propofal 
a wicked Companion. 

Saint Elerias going one I 
to the Monalfei-y to vifit 
Living Marijr, and to coi 
with her in Spiritual Matt 
theycntcr'd occarioiiallyon 
Subjeftfl/ the MAppimfs of d^ 
n-i'J. He told her, That he 
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ten took complacency in the 
Thoughts of having her near 
him when he lay on his Death' 
Bed) Md thM after his Depar-- 
ture her Prayers would afford 
him Relief tor the Repofe of 
iiis Soul. No Father (faid (he 
Prophetically) Chrift hath ap- 
pointed other wife. Tou /ball live 
to bury our Dear Mother Theo- 
nia, and afetv Tears after to bury 
me: Then fome time being expir'^d^ 
yourfelf pall pafsfrom this tranfi^ 
tory World^ and go to Hirn^ of 
Whofe KJngdorn there is no End. 
All this came to pafs as tha- 
Saint foretold* 

Soon after this- Predidion^ 
Theonia was vifitcd with her 
final Sicknefs; and finding her- 
felf nfiar her End, (he received 
from Elerius^s hands the BleiTed. 

E> 5^ Sacrament y 
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Sacrament^ as her Viaticum to 
conduct her fafely towards Hea- 
ven^^ The Rdigiotis were oil 
their Knees roimd her Bed, la* 
menting bitterly the forefeeo^ 
l^ofs, whom (he comforted af- 
ter this manner: Children I 
Tears are not to fiotv for Friends- 
or for our felvesj unlefs fome 
J£,vil hath hapfen'^d or Misfortune^ 
Our prejint Cafe has nofuch coun-^ 
te^ame : M to myfelfy I am hajlen^ 
• ing to my Heavenly Sfoufe^ (as I 
hope) WhocaUs me to Him. Asto 
you ; B. Wenefride, a more Holy 
Mother^ mil fucceed mey tvho by 
Words and Works mllimf rove you 
m Perfe^ion.. Follow her jtefSy, 
and you mil not wander nor go 
afiray^ Then being fpent, flie 
fereath'd out her pure and pre-? 
oous. Soul^ Her Oifequies be- 
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ing folemnly and chriftianly 
pcrformM by St. Elerius^ he ap- 

Eointed Saint Wenefride Ab- 
efs, to govern the MonA(ierj. 
Her profound Humility diffua- 
d'ed tier from undertaking the 
Charge, but the Obedience fhe 
had promisM the Holy Abboty 
and the repeated Petitions of 
the Sijlersy notwithftanding 
Natural Reluftancy, wrought 
her at laft into compliance. 

The nice Art of governing 
fnariyj whofe Geniufes and 
Conftitutions are as differing 
as the, Features of their Faces, 
isattended with fuch vaft DiiR- 
culties, that Solomon being fa- 
vourM and honourM by the 
Mmightj with that unlimitted 

Offer* Ask rvhat thou mk. thaP 

t 
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J way give it thee'^. Theconfi-^ 
dering Kjrjg petitionM foe 
what was moft neceflary, to 
rule tho numerous JJraelitesy he 
defirM not Riches or Gtory^ 
but Wifdom^ a docikle Hearts 
Saint Wenefride was naturally^ 
Prudent, and her Sfoufe be- 
ftowM upon her a more than 
ordinaiy Talent of Governing j 
fo tliat wifh'd for Succefs an-* 
fwer'd Expeftation. He blefs'd 
thap Head with fupernatural 
Wifdom, which had been far 
erificed to his Honour. She 
made ufe of the fame Maxima 
and Methods at Guitherinj as. 
before fhe had^ done at Fiithon.. 
Her Commands were intima- 
ted with fuch Affability and 
Difcretion, that they appeared 

to 
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to her Subjects fo many Intrea- 
ties. She went conftantly be- 
fore the reft in the moft painful 
Duties of the MoMfierj\ and' 
altho' the Dignity of her Of- 
fice, required due Diftance, flie 
aot only conversed wirfi her 
Sifiers as with Equals, but alfo 
looked upon herfelf as the leaft 
deferving in the whole Ce?wwi^- 
nity^. She had the true Spirit 
of Povjerty, and was fo much 
averfe to Superfluities that fbe 
would fcarcc admit of Neceffa- 
ries. She 'was moft rigid in 
Abftinence, and P attend had' 
taken fuch abfoUite pofTeflion 
of her Heart, that not the 
leaft Entrance was allowM to 
Anger and other inordinate 
Paffions. Her Prayer was 
continual, when not interrup- 
ted 
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ted by Daties of Charity, and 
neceffary Sleep. She was fre- 
quently favour'd with Raptures 
and Extafies. She never dropp'd 
any Word tending to her own 
Commendation, and was fen- 
fibly afflifted when othcrs- 
mention'd any thing in her 
Praife. 

The BlelTed Martyr inculca- 
ted daily to her Sfjters to have 
always before their eyes the 
Grand Example of their Dear 
Redeemer, and to copy out fuch 
Vertues as He cxercis'd, to in- 
ftrud as well as to fave them : 
Tliat they ought to ftudy a 
pure Intention in ail their 
Actions, to ferve God foi- His 
own fake. She earneftly re- 
commended Fortitude and 
Pcrfeverance, as ftrong Armor 
to 
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to overcome all forts of Temp- 
tations. That they ought not 
to be difmayM in thele Spiri- 
tual Confli£is^ for by the Coyn- 
qjieft they would obtain the 
Crown. Prajer (fhe faid) 
when well performed, did di- 
bte their Souls, and prcparM 
an Entrance to Divine Grace, 
which enabled them to uni- 
diertake Noblfe A£tions for 
their God. 'Tis neediefs to 
mention her Angelical Purity ; 
the flowing Fountain fcems to 
denote that fhe would have 
parted with Streams of Bloody 
rather than to have confented 
to One fingle Thought to the 
prejudice of her confccratcd 
Virginity. 

'Twas obfervM that when^ 
file exhorted her Religious^ a 

Degthj 
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Depth of Heavenly Wi 
appearM in her Words, w 
inflam'd hei* Hearers witi} 
Love of Jefit^. She wa 
vour'd with a fpecial Gi 
difcovering Temptations, 
of applying proper Rcmi 
to defeat che Enemy. Ko 
ly the Laity^ bat even Reli^ 
Men and PrelaScs, found g 
advantage by conferring ' 
her. Many reforted ro Gu 
rin from all Parts of the 
vincc: What is yet more, 
torious Thieves and invetc 
Malefaftors were reclai 
from their Evii Courfes by 
powerful Advice and irrel 
ble Remonlh-ances. 

Jlmighty GOO was pie 

to declare by Signs and M 

cleS; how much Saint H 

/ 
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fride was in His divine favour. 
Scarce any Day pafled, where- 
in by fudden Cures of defpe- 
rate Diftempers, £he did not 
comfort drooping and defpon- 
ding Patients. Her MonApry 
refembled a Common Refuge 
of the Diftrefs'd, and ihe 
was like a Tender Mother to- 
the Unfortunate. HerHeroi- 
caL Vertues were the Univerfal 
Subjefl: of Difcourfe in Private 
Families^ and the Fame of 
her Miracles was heard fronii 
the Pulpits in Churches. St. 
Elertusy who was beft acquain- 
ted with her Merits, declar'd^ 
)penly, That Providence had 
Urefted her to Guitherin^ to 
onour and benefit them, all : 
ut from Humane Applaufc, 
hich was abhoru'd by her to 

the. 
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the laft degree, flic was invi* 
ted by a Revelation, to the Im-. 
mortal Glory of Jngels. 

The Saint being thus fore- 
warn'd of her long wifh'd for 
Departure, the welcome News^ 
for whole Days and Nights, 
threw her into Extajies of Joy. 
^le had made it her ftudy to 
forget, as much as poifible, 
what flie had done or fuflFerM 
for her Dear Lord; and therc^ 
fore, as one who is to under* 
take a long Journey, flic 
made neceflfary provifions, as if 
nothing had been perform'^ 
during the Courfe of her Holy 
Life. She redoubled her Faflfs 
and other Aufterities ; fhe fe- 
tigued herfelf in the painful 
Exercifes of continual Charity 
towards her Sijters and others. 

Notwithftanding 
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otwithftanding her Angelical 
terior, and the uninterrup- 
d Union with her Divine 
oafey fhe vilify'd herfelf, as 
le not worthy of His Pre- 
ice. That fhe might not 
rprife the Community, by 
ir leaving them in a fhort 
:knefS) fhe imparted firfl to 
int Elerius the Summons 
e had received from her/?^ 
tmefy, and the fame after*^ 
ardi to her dear Sijiers^ 
hofe Sorrow was little infe- 
y^r tQ.thofcTranfportsof Ju- 
lee flie was abforp'd in, by 
te certain AfTurance of paf- 
ig fpcedily to herL^r^ and 
UJlen They wept, they 
ourned, but fhe thus com- 
rtedthem. 
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VVeep »of, DeAr Chiidretty hut 
conform your WiUs to your Cm- 
lor''s Pleafitre. Doubt not but 
that in Hea'veK fivhither thro' 
the Mercies of God I am going) 
I /ball be more ferviceable toyou 
b V my Prayers, thdn here on 
Enrth by my Prefence, For that 
Land of Promije is not a Place of 
Igmrance but of clear Kjtoivledge, 
where the Blejjed underjl^tad the 
Wants of their Friends on Earth ; 
Atjdtbey being united to the Foun- 
tain fiend of Infinite Charity, 
they are poiverfal and ready to fro- 
cure fl>eedy Helps to fuccour them. 
This I promffe to do for you, Mj 
dear Ch'ldreny after that Chrifl: 
jhallhave taken me into His Kjng- 
dom. Ton must not he contrifii' 
ted like thofe who have no hope. 
To iviiked ji^orldlings, who bj 
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their fwful Lives dread the Sight 
of a Terrible 'Judge ^ Death 4^- 
pars like a cruel Executio/terj to 
drag them to a formidable Tribu- 
naly hut to Innocent and Holy 
Souls Death is entertained as a 
fpelcome GueH ; hefnds them rea^ 
dj to embrace him with Jcy : They 
are like to Men expetting their 
Lordy when he returns from the 
Marriage ^, and are ready to go 
with himy as through God^s Mer^ 
cyy I hope that I am prepared of 
prefent for the Heavenly journey^ 
to inter into the Joys of my Lord. 
Her concluding Sicknefs 
took its beginning from fre- 
quent and violent Convulfions, 
which fhe endurM with unpa- 
ralelFd Patience. The lively 
Hopes of feeing her Heavenly 

Spoujey 
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giom in tears upon their Knees, 
Ihefaid; Dear Children^ rather 
C4>^gratulate mth me^ than grieve 
jo much At my 4ff reaching Hap-^ 
~ finefs. I hope ^ere long to enjoy 
Him in Heaven^ Whom I have 
ardently loved upon Earth. Pre^ 
ferve inviolably the Promife you 
hAve made Him ; Undervalue the 
bafe and fordid Pleafures of this 
tranjitory World: Refie^ that 
your Bodiesy altho* beautiful and 
and in their prime^ are no other 
than loathfome PrifonSy which de^ 
tflin your Immortal Souls in ctofe 
Confinement. Take great heed 
not to defle them^ and never for-- 
get this important Leffon^ That 
the Heavenly Comfort and Joy^ 
which Pure Souls experience on their 
Death Bedy recompenc^s abun- 
dantly all tVorldly Riches y Plea- 

furesy 
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fares, and Honors, which thsj i 
hiive dejpis'd and AhAnAon^dfor tlit 
Service urtd Love 0/ Jefus Clu'lft. 

The Snint, as "ic were, j 
knowing the very Minute of 
Iicr Departure, took her Laft 1 
Leave and Bleffing of Holy 1 
Elsrif^, hoping tnat tliey 
wou'd meet loon in Heaven, 
without any Fear of a Future 
Separation. She humbly re- 
queued that her Body might 
be bury'd near xxntoTheoma'Sy 
her Holy Mother. Then in a 
pure Ad: of intcnfe I.ove of 
God, on the Third of Novem- 
ber ^ Die breath'd out her thrice 
happy Soul intohcr BlelTed Kf- 
deemer^S hand . 

Eleriia obferving that fhe 
had cxpir'd, as the Religious al- 
fo did, who were kneeling 



^aint Wenefridc* ^ 7 

near her Bed ; the many deep 
Sighs publilh'd their Lois, 
rhe Holv Abbot foirad him- 
felf oblig d to fupprefs his own 
Sriefy that. he might more ef^ 
fedually comfort them, by de- 
claring that (he was only re- 
moved to Heaven before them, 
md that they ought to pre- 
)are to follow after her : That 
he was united glorioufly to her 
God^ and by her Prayers 
would, powerfully affift them. 
Her Body was very little al- 
terM in the Comelinefs of it, by 
her Death; and as £he had de- 
(ir'd, 'twas folemnly interrM 
near TheoHU\ and many other 
S dints buryM before ner in 
that Place : Amongft the reft 
Were Cheb and Semtan^ the one 
lying at her Head, and the 

F other 
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otiier by her Side. Both thefe 
were renown'd for San£licy 
and Miracles, and had Chur- 
ches rais'd to their Memories. 
¥et aitho' tliefe Two, and ma- 
ny other Saints Bodies, which 
had been committed to that 
Holy Ground, drew thither 
Devout People y yet the Place 
was moltly reverenced and ho- 
nor'd tor Saint lVe«efricie''s Se- 
pulclier, wliich was afterwards 
tavourM by a Train of evident 
Miracles. Not long after, 
Saint Elerim, by a happy 
Deatii, finilh'd his Courfc, 
and went to receive the Eter- 
nal Reward of liis Apoftotical 
Labours. His Body was in- 
terr'd in a Church erected to 
his Name and Memory, where 
it picas'd Almighty God to 

wnrk 
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wk Miraculous Cures, in t^ 
nony of his Sanftity on 
rth, and Power by his Pray- 
in Heaven. 

The Omnifottnt^ Who has 
iirM Mortals by His Divine 
^mife, That thofe who glorify- 
wr, He will glorify them \ 

)ft eminently fulfilled the 
nc in Saint Wenefridey both 
ving and Dead. She^/e?f/* 
i IkQr Cremr in her tender 
Jars, by confecrating unto 
im licr unfpotted Virginity. 
le jglorifyM Him, like Saint 
^smi and Saint Jilf^;^f/, with 
e cheerful Offering of her 
sad, to preferve untainted 
delity to her Heavenly^ 
^ufe. She glorify'd Him, by 
itodrawing ncmle Virgins 

F 2 from 
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from t!ie prevaricating World, 
and raifing their Souls to the 
pure Love of G(?ii; inftrudiag 
them in the true Spirit of Hu- 
mility and Mortification. la 
fine flie glorify'd Him thro' 
the whole courfe of her Life, 
in all points of Religious Perfe- 
clion, not only relating to her 
Subie£ls, biit even the Laitj. 
On the other hand the Mmighij 
has glorify'd her, down to the 
Prefent Age, from the Year 
Six Hundred and Sixty. Ac- 
cording to Saint Beano's Predi- 
ction, there has been no CelTa- 
tion of Miracles ; ceftifying 
lier fignal San£liiy, and how 
dear her precions Soul is to her 
Maker, 'Tis true, this hum- 
ble Virgin was accullom'd to 
blufl] and to Ihed tears, at thel 
Firflj 
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Firft Sound of her Praifes, and 
therefore defir'd and obtain'd 
that fhe might abfent her felf 
from Finhony to live in obfcuri- 
ty (as fhe refol v'd) out of the 
frothy Noife of Acclamations^ 
whick (he could not avoid at 
the Place of her Martyrdom* 
This was her Pious Contri- 
vance, but the Defign of Hea- 
ven was to glorify her at Gui- 
therin. As God commanded a 
Torrent to flow in^ that Dry 
VaUejfy where her Bloody Head 
touch'd firft the Ground, foat 
her Sepulcher He did not rc- 
jeft or refufe any Petition^ 
made by her devoted Suppli- 
ants. 

The Hiftorians-of her Life^ 

Saint Elerius and Salopie^Jis^ 

concluded that u would be an 

F J Undertaking 
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in very Remote Places, us'd to 
put One of the Little BlovA) 
Su^nes which was taken out of 
^ fVellj into other Sprin] 
Water, and they were cure< 
'Tisfaid that tmFirgM Marty f 
forfelf preicrib'd theFiift Ufe 
of this Laft Remedy, who 
fooii after her StecOnd Death 
appearing to many, who in 
dafigerous Diftempers devout^ 
l^caJl'd upon her, (he dire£bed 
tUem, for their fpeedy recove* 
lyi to apply the Water and 
Skcodcs of the Well 10 the afore- 
faid manner. Such at had 
Swellings, or Old Sores, bath* 
ed the Part affected, and they 
found prefent reliefs 

At this wonderful Sfrhg a^ 
iiioft daily Miracles were 
MTj^ought, according to a Peti- 

F,4 tion 
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tion Die made to Gad before (he 
left Ymhon ; That He would 
vouchfafe to blefs Corporally, 
and lanftify Spiritually, all 
thofe who in Future Ages, 
Jhouid devoutly vifit her t'oua- 
taixj and there acknowledge 
the many Benefits with which 
He had favoiirM her. Fre- 
quent Miracles were likewife 
wrought at her Tomb. Mul- 
titudes of Difcas'd Perfons be- 
came perfcflly cured, by 
praying, and kiffing the 
Harch, where the Sacred Re- 
m.tinder oH lier was depoiited. 
The Holy Author of Saint 
iVefjefrtde^s Life and Death, 
was not fatisfy'd with a Gene- 
ral Relation of Miraculous 
Cures : He defccnds to Parti- 
culars, that Unbelieving Po- 
fterity 
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fterity might be induced to al- 
low credit to what he had re- 
corded as to daily Wonders. I 
touch two or three with Brevi- 
ty. From the Beginning of the 
fVorld /> hafh not been heard^ 
that any Man opened the Eyes of 
ane born blindj unlefs this Man 
were ^ God ^. This declarM 
the Omnipotence of the Long 
Expefted Me^as ; and the like 
Favour foon after ourSaint^s 
Deaths gave wing to the Fame 
of her Sandity, and Power in 
Heaven, and jpread- the fame 
thro' the Wefiern Provinces of 
Britain. A poor Carpenter, 
dwelling not far from St. Wene- 
ffide^s Well, had a Daughter 
born blind. She growingup,and 
groaning under that Temporal 

F n Misfortune, 
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Misfortune^ hearing die R 
port of many Miracutcy 
Cures wrought at tliat Fm 
uimj ihe importune her F 
ther daiiy^ to be handed tl 
(her. This Mras granted ; ai 
being come to tne Place^ £1 
bathed her Head in the Wati 
and was afterwards conduS^ 
to the Chaf^tly near unto tl 
WelL She fpent that whe 
Night in Prayer, befeecbii 
Godj thro^ the Merits ^nd I 
terceffion of Saint Wewfru 
who was Mirfjir^d for K 
love, to beftow upon her Cc 
porai • Sights ta ch^ end f\ 
might ferve Him better, ai 
be an Ejie Witnefs of the Wo 
ders wrought in that Plac 
Towards Morning fh^fell in 
a Slumber J and^ when fl 

open 
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OpenM her Eye Lids, (he found 
hcrfelf btefsM with perfect 
Sight. This being fo noto- 
rknis and publick> begat fre^ 
Veneration to the Hafy Wellj 
and was divulged hv and 
near, to His Homor^ WhoJs 
gterify'd in His Saint s* 

The SaifUh Privifcge was 
not confin'd to her Well andt- 
Chappcl: ; the adjacent Pkccs 
verc a fort of Sanduary, un- 
der her Proteftiofl : Wiuaefe 
what happenM to fooiei 
Thieves, who ftole a Cow,^, 
out of a Pafture near unto St» 
Wenefride\ Chappel. The, 
Rbbhers forc'dher over Rocky 
Ways> that they miglit not b^,. 
traced ; but it liappen'd otlier* 
wife : For the Cow fixM not one 
Stcp';| without leaving a. deep 

Impreflion. 
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Impreflion in the Scones, asif 
ilie had been pa fling thro* foti 
C!ay. The Footfteps alfo of 
the' Thieves fo vifibly ap- 
pear'd, that the Owner next 
iVlorningmifling his Beaft, he 
and his Neighbours foUow'd 
after by the Miraculous Track. 
The Robbers perceiving them 
near at hand, made chebeftof 
tlieir way to efcape, and left 
tlie Booty to whom it belong- 
ed. They afterwards obferv'd 
at leifure, how the Corp had 
left tlie clear Prints of her 
Feet as fhe was carry'd off, 
hut not theleaft Impreflion af- 
ter fhe was retriev'd and re- 
turn 'd homewards. Great 
Crowds of People flock'd to 
behold the faid Prints in the 
iStones, and publifli'd the Mi- 
racle. 
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racle. The Thieves thera- 
felves, apprehending left fome 
fevere Judgment mould befal 
them, to terrify others, came 
penitently to the Mdrtjr\ Al- 
tar : They confeis'd their Sin, 
and warn'd all not tacolnmit 
the like Trefpafs. 
• Behold a following Example 
yet more terrifying. A Mef- 
ien^er being difpatch'd by a 
Chief Lord of that Country, 
to give his Neighbors timely 
notice of fome approaching 
Danger from the Bordering 
Sdxons (who continually car- 
ryM on War againft them) 
was way-laid by Thieves, and 
purfued to Samt WemfridPs 
Church,, whither he fled, as to 
a. ^e Sanduary . The Exprefs 

faftenM 




l°ni,, and 1^"'''«"M, 
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Safety of her ? A*"ag rV 

tie 
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the. Xku?/ wbc had untyM the 

HorfL and liad him in 2k&xaA 

PG^effioR, was fuddenly feilsed 

aU ever his Body with fuch 

Extremity of Fains that he<^ 

tan calPd on Deaths to deli-. 

ver him from the Torturew 

After a few Da^ys, his Right 

Arm (which was the Xnftru* 

inent of his Sin) began to 

fwell, then to putyify, and 

rot in a loathfom manner. 

ThisTribulatton gave Under- 

ftanding to hin>, who ha^ 

negleSied Confeience in time of 

Health. Wherefore, he came 

to her Church, and begged 

with many Tears, tht.Sdmt^'9 

pardon for his Infolenee, and 

the wrong he had done her. 

He l)ecame a true femtmPy 

and this Humiliation lb much: 

deferv^d: 
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defervM her Favour, that by 
degrees he was cured of his 
painful Ulcer. He prais'dGoii 
tor His Mercy, and Saint W(- 
nefride for het Compallion, 
preaching to others not to of- 
tend againfl: the San£lity of tlie 
Place, nor to give difturbance 
to the -Sdwi's Clients, who in 
DiltrelTes run unto her for Suc- 
cor. 

Take another Inftance, in a. 
Paltage which may feem of iefs 
moment. A Lahoarer pre- 
fum'd to cut off for his own 
ufc, a Bough fromanOldOak 
growing near unto Guitherin 
Church-door, which aiforded 
a convenient Shade to Devout 
Pilgrimsy when the Concourfe 
was fo great, that they were 
forced to remain without, and 
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o pray under it. No fooner 
lad he firuck his Hatchet into 
:he Bough, than 'twas immo^ 
reably fix'd there \ and as J$- 
oboamh Hand withered, which 
le had ftrctch'd forth, to or- 
ler the Apprehcnfion of the 
Man of God, that he was not aile 
draw it back ^ ; fo this poor 
Vfaa's Hand and Armcleav'd 
b fad: to the HandJe of the 
%x, that with all his Strength 
le was not able to feparate 
;hem. He attempted often in 
^aia to let go his hold, and fin< 
jing himfelf in that furprifing 
Dilfrefs, he cryM out for Help 
ind Afliftance.. Some jferfons 
lard by heard his mournful 
V^oice, and ran to the Place, 
idmiring at the Wonder. 

They 

3 Reg. xiii. 4, 
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Cityy endowing the fame with 
l&mcient Revenues. An Jl^ 
hot and his Monks being there^ 
in fettled^ they began to. la- 
ment the Want of Holy Re- 
liques in their New Church, 
which Wales was flor'd with 
moft abundantly, by reafon 
that many Eminent Saints of 
Both Sexes, had formerly flou- 
riflh'd in thofe Parts^ renown'd 
forSan£^ity and the Grace eS. 
Miracles* Hereupon they beh 
gaa to confider and confult^ 
what SsiMt^s Body might be 
obtain'^ by them, to bring a 
Bleffing upon the Religiotis Fa^ 
mily. Dkiring this Delibera- 
tion, a M(mk of their Mona-^ 
fiery feQ dangeroufly (kk, and 
moreover was fadirlraded in 

mind, that his Brethren botl» 

m 
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in Shremhury and Cheftery cci* 
fed not to recommend to Al* 
mighty God his Recovery. One 
Day, when the Vertuous Su\h 
Prior 01 Chefitr-Abbejy had ea- 
ded his Prayer for the mifera- 
ble Creature, he dropp'd into 
an unufual Sleep ; to whom a 
"Woman appear'd In Glorious 
Attire, and faid ; Jf you dtfre 
the Sick Man^s Healthy let oite of 
yougOy And. offer for him a Mufif 
in the Chappel near unto Saint 
Wenefride'j IVell, and he tviH 
p^refentlj recover: After which 
ihe vanilh'd out of his Sight. 

Tlie Sub-Prior Radalphm 
(that was his Name), awak'd 
in great Amazement, but was 
lra.ckward in faying one Word 
of the Vifion, fearing that it 
would not find any credit. 
But 
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But when he heard that his 
Brotherh Diftempcr grew 
more defperate. Charity o« 
blisM him to declare what he 
had feen. AD the Religious 
were of opinion, that Saint 
Wenefride herfelf had given 
thefe dire£l:ions. Wherefore 
they immediately difpatchM a^ 
yjay, Two of their Company ; 
who celebrated Holy Ma ft in 
her Chappel, and at that very 
tiOie, as it was calculated, the 
Shrewsbury Monk was reftor'd 
to pcrfeft Health. On this ac- 
count both he and the other 
Mo^ks became more tenderly 
devoted to the Firgin-Martjir. 
Robertas Salofienfis fpends 
Seven Chapters, in relating 
what methods were taken, 
that happy Succefs might an* 

fwcr 
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aafwer their zealous Intention. 
I Epitomifei yet will not omit 
any thing, which appears to 
me very material. The AV^t 
and Monks of Shremhury per- 
fifted with great Conftancy 
many Years, in their earneft 
Dedres and fervorous Prayers, 
to obtain the Treafure of Saint 
Wenefride^s Sacred Reliques» 
In the Rekn of King Henry the 
Firft, a Grant was given of 
them, but by reafon of many 
Commotions, after the King's 
Death in that Country, tne 
Bufinefs was not efFe^ed till 
the Second Year of K. Sfephen^s 
Reign ; when Abhot HerberP 
in a Confult with his Monks, 
deputed Robenn his Prior ^ and 
j^icbardy an eminent Monk of 
the lame Mooaftery^ to pais 

into 
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into Wdesy to bring back with 
them the Retinues. To facili- 
tate the Matter, before their 
Departure feveral I^etters w^re 
tranfmitted to Friends in thofb 
Parts. They vifited in their 
Journey the BiQiop of Bangor^ 
tind were dire£l:ed by him to a» ^i., 
Principal Lord^ who ruled in '''" 
that Country where the Blef* 
fed Body was kept. The No- 
bleman underftanding the 
cauf^ of their coming, enter- 
tainM them courteoufly, and 
feid ; That doubtlefs GOD ami 
the tiolj MJRTTR has fint 
yw f(^ trdnjlate her Body, U 4 
Place where ^tmll be more ha- 
maur^d. I »ot ml^ give my can* 
JiMy hut I mOfend^ alfo^myjSer^ 
Vdmts to affi^ yon. Were ma 1 

- Ui^voidably de$aiffd by l^ufiaefs 

of 



i ao The Life (/ 
if Importance, ItvouidfrtfunittQ 
gow'tthyouinftrfon, and with my 
ttnworthj hsnds^ I would deliver 
unto jOM thofe Sacred Pledges of 
SanStity. 

This gracious Speech chcerM 
up the follicitous Travellers, 
.who were Seven in Number, 
viz. The Two Priors of 
Shrewshurj and Qbefier ; Rich- 
ard the Monk ; a Godly PricS 
born in that CountFy, and 
Three Attendants. They fet 
forward towards the Sainrs Se- 
pulcher, .and being come near 
unto Guitberiny they met a 
Man, who caft them mtodeje- 
aion, but not into defpair of 
Succe6. He acquainted them 
in plain and positive Term;^ 
that the. Inhabitants having 
intelligence of their Coming,- 
and 
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)f their Intentions, were 
itely refoIvM to oppofe 
: That no Favour, nor 
r of any Mortal, fhouid 
il with them to permit 
Chief Saints Body, Pa- 
fs of their Country, to 
rrvM away by Strangers, 
efe few Words did fo 

difpirit them, that it 
d nccefTary to have En- 
gement nrom Heaven. 
Robert lay concealM in a 
er's Houfe, and fent the 
r Prior and the other 
^ to Guitheriny they being 

of Birth, and well 
m in that Country. Ra- 
ifing up at his ufual time 
T Maninsy was certifyM by 
vout Man, who was one 
is Company, how that 
G Night 
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Night a glorious Virgin had 
appeared unto him, and. had 
oraer'd him to acquaint the 
anxious Prior^ that he fhould 
profperoufly efFed the Affair 
he came about, and by her 
means, whofe Honor he had 
efpousM. Roberty fomething 
comforted with this Relationi. 
after finiOiing Mattins fell into 
a Slumber, and feemM to fee a 
former Holy Abbot of his own 
Monaftery, . call'd Godfrey 
who thus revived him ; BmI^ 
Tear J Brother Robert, of fail 
ing in your Deftgn. Be of goo 
heart ; for bj Uod^s Jjjijlance % 
fbaS defeat thofe who oppofe / 
and wejhall obtain what for rm 
Tears rve have earnejtly dejii 
This was more than fuiBci 
to animate him in the profr 
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tion of his Journey, efpecially 
'^ the other Prior having fent an 
^ Exprefs to haften them for- 
^ ward, bccaufe God had prof- 
^ pcr'd their Undertaking. 

Being arrivM early in the 
. Morning at Guitherin Church, 
Z and having prayed fomc time 
* before her Body, the Chief 
^Prieji of theParifli came unto 
them, who kindly faluted 
'them. They humbly begg'd 
his charitable Afliftance, of 
obtaining the Sainth Holy Re- 
liques, which he eafily gran- 
ted them, as knowing before 
they came, the Will of God. 
For (faid he) on Eafter' Eve 
LaH^ I hid a Vifion in this very 
Place. ComPofmg myfelf to reii^ 
d Beautiful loung Man appear'^ d 
unto mej commanding me to arrfe. 

G 2 I 
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1 anftver^d^ that ^trvas not jet the 
Hour for Mattim ; fo he left me. 
Returning the fecond time^ tphen 
I rvas more offrefs^d with Sleeps 
he bid me rlje^ 04 before he had 
done ; but being very heavj^ I re* 
flfd that I would rife in due 
time ; and covering my Head tvith 
mv Cloak^ I returned to Sleef. 
In the Third Vifit , hefulPd awaj 
my Cloak with Violence^ ordering 
me to follow him without Delaj^ as 
I didy very much affrighted. He 
led me to the Saint^s Shrine^ and 
pointing at it with his Finger^ 
faidj Note well tfiis Place, 
and alfo my Words. I do 
command thee, that if fome 
Months hence, Perfons come 
to open this Sepulcher, and 
to carry away with them the 
Saint^s Body, that thou hin- 
der 
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der them not in their Holy 
Defign, but aiGfl: them to the 
utmoft of thy power ; left by 
Fefifting,thou be punifhM (as I 
foretel thee) for thy Difobedi- 
cnce, by fome irremediable 
Sicknefs. Jfter this the Angel 
vaniflPd arvay. 

The Good Pajlor ^W2is not 
wanting to his intimated Du* 
ty. He difpofed the Owners 
of the Village to acquiefce in 
the Will of^ God^ and ordered 
the PariQiioners to repair to 
the Church. Prior Robert fee- 
ing fuch a numerous AfTembly, 
: fpoke unto them by an Inter- 
- preter, in this manner ; / and 
my Companions are come hither by 
Divine Ap f ointment ^ to obtain of 
you Saint WenefrideV Body^ 
that it may be honoured in Qur City 

G 3 Md 
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Atii Mon^fiery^ Bdth which dre 
much devoted U9rto her. The 
Virgin herfelf (as year Fdfi^ here 
frefent knows) hath hy Vifmts 
manifejled her Will ; Md {be eatt' 
not bat be difpleafed with thofiy 
fpho are fo bold as to contrddi& 
what Jhe defires fbould be . d(M. 

Great attention was given to 
what he faid, and they fecmM 
much inclinM to grant the 
Pious Requeft; OneManonlv 
opposM the Motion, andwita 
a clamorous Voice declared, 
That they fliould never be de- 
prive, by his Confent^ of fo 
great a Treafure: that tiie 
Saint had Uved hoiily^ and de- 
parted in that Place ; her Re- 
liques were now honoured by 
them, as they had been by 
their Amefiorsy and that Al- 
mighty 
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mighty God had approv'd 
of the Peoples Devotion at 
her Shrine, hy frequent Mi- 
rdcles. This Man was* of an 
avaritious Temper, and mo- 
ved to be io violent, not out 
of a Motive of Piety, but 
Lucre. However after many 
Confultations, at laft, they all 
unanimoufly confented, that 
Saint Wenefride'^s Body fhouid 
be delivered to the Monks^ to 
be tranflated to Shmvsbun. 

The PrioTr and his Com« 
panions, returned their moft 
humble thanks, and without 
loofing time, defirM to entep 
the ^olj I/ley where the Saint^s 
Shriiie had been vifited for 
many Ages, by devout Pil- 
.grims. Robert with his Com- 
fgny being come before the 

6. 4 Sacred^ 
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Sacred Reliques, fung joyfully 
to Almighty GoA Pfalms of 
Thankfgiving. TheywrappM 
up decently her Bones in the 
fineft l.innen, which was 
brought by them on that ac- 
count; and after a Repetition 
of grateful Expreflions to the 
Fafior and to the Inhabitants! 
they proceeded that Night vy 
v/2irAs Shropfbire. In thewav 
homeward they cured a SicK 
Man, whowastortur'dwitba 
violent Diftemper, by putting 
into Water a little of the Eartn 
found in Saint Wenefride^s 
Head, and caufing him to 
drink of it. This evident Mi- 
racle increafed Veneration to 
thofe Sacred Reliques. 

Prior Robert gave timely no- 
tice to his Abbot^ that th^ 

were 



Saint Wenefridc, 1 2 j? 

were near at hand with the 
defired Treafure, and he re- 
ceived orders to depofite the 
fame in Saint Gileses Churchy 
which ftood near unto tlie 
Gate of the City, to the end 
that the Body might be 
brought to the Monallery in 
greater Splendor, by a folcmn 
Proceflion of the Bijhopj Cler- 
tj and People* During its 
ay ther^ Monks were appoin- 
ted by turns^ to pray Day and 
Night before the Jltary on 
which the yirgw^s Bones were 
expofed. Multitudes of the 
Citizens of Shrewsbury join'd 
withr Uiem in prayer, and mu- 
tually congratulated each 
other for the happinefs of fa 
potent a Patronefe. Saint We^ 
nefride was not backward in re-. 

G 5 exulting 
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might be heal'd. Towards 
Morning he droppM into a 
Slumber, and before the Priefi 
came to celebrate the Firft 
Mafs, he awak'd, and found 
himfelf perfeftly cured. This^ 
aftoniQiM the whole City, fee- 
ing him to walk as readily as a- 
ny of the Inhabitants. 

A Day being appointed by 
the Bj/l&t?/, to convey the Sa- 
cred Reliques from St. Giles^s^ 
Church to the Monaftery; 
notice was given both to Town, 
and Coiintry, and witliat, that 
fuch who arafted, or were pre* 
fent at the Proceffion, would- 
not only receive the Bijbopy 
Bleffing, but alfo would gain 
Indulgences^ granted on the ac- 
count of the Solemnity. Tha 

XJnivcrfal fame of Miracles, 

and 
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until the Proceffion was en» 

ded^ Their Prayers were 

heard fo efie£l:ually, that altho^ 

violent Showers powerM down 

in other Parts of the City^ 

and adjacent Fields, not One 

fingle Drop fell into any Street 

tjirough which the Bleffed 

Body was to pafs. The thick 

Clouds hover'd, and hungo- 

ver their Heads, as gatherM 

on purpofe to bring Saint 

WenefrUe miraculoufly, to 

her New Poffeflion of the 

Holy BenediSfin Monaftery. 

The Streets were lin'd 
with an incredible Concourfe 
oi Devout People^ who on 
their Knees, fhed Tears of Joy 
as the Body pafled by, for fo 
great a Bleffing. Thefe werer 
the tender Showers, which fell 
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in thofe Streets, excepted bj 
Heaven from Rain. The B(* 
^op and PrieJlSf brought thft- 
Reii^uts to the Monaftery, 
which were reverently receivU 
from them by the AyM and his- 
"MonkSy as ineftimabie Jewelfi 
They were magnificently pla- 
ced upon tlie High Alttiry 
which was dedicated to the 
Holy Apoftles Saint Peter and 
Saint Paulj where many Mi- 
racles were wrought for the 
help and benefit of Souls and 
Bodies. The Numt of God be 
fr-tii'd for e'ver and ever* 

iiitherto I have foUow'd 
Roberta Sahpje»fis^ who tran- 
flated Saint Wefiej'ride\ Body 
from Guitherin to Hhrervsbary^ in 
the Year of our Redemption, 
Eievcn^ 
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Eleven Hundred, Thirty, and 
Eight. 

JSbt only this City, but 
likcwife other Parts of Or/itf 
Britain became moft tenderly 
devotdd to the Holy Virgin* 
Martyr, which induced l/f^fr; 
Arch-K£hqp of Canterlmrjy m 
a Provincial Synod in 1420, to 
appoint theFeaft of Saint ^e^ 
nepiie to be foleoinly kept all 
over EsgUni with an OfBcc 
of Nine Leilbns on. the Third 
Day of Nitvember'^. 

Ti& aftbnilhing, and Hke«» 
wife deplorable, to hear fornc 
Perfona decrying Miracles, and 
ridiculing them with fo great 
boldnefs, aiid Gonttmpt, that 
in defptte of Holj^ Dtf&vrs t£ 

v: tl»- 

* Liadfiwodc, loh. 7^. Alford*. Jtmo\ 
U38. 
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the Church, and Religious 
WrtterSy they reprefenc jFe/ii 
Chrift as One Unfaithful to His 
Solemn Promife to Future A- 
ges, and they obftinately 
maintain, that all Miracles had 
a full period after the Apoftles 
Preaching. They affent with, 
out Heiitation to Pagan^ Plu- 
tsrchy Tacitus, or Suefo/ii»ij,hmt 
demurr, and doubt of the Au- 
thority of that Eminent Saint 
and Learned DoSior, Saint 
'^oha Chrjfoftome, who wrote a 
whole Book on theSubjeft of 
Miracles * ; whence he infers, 
againd the wilful HeathenSy 
that Chriit is God^ Who works 
fuch Wonders by tlie dry Afhes 
of His Followers. The Mira^ 
cles regifter'd by St. Jagujimy 
in 

* Lib. de Bib^U, M.. 
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his Book of the City of God ; thofe 
of VemrdbU Bede in his Eccleim* 
ftical Hiftory ; what St. Jerome 
fays of Saint Paul the Firft 
Hermit, and Saint HiUrion:, 
and Saint Gregory the Great in 
his Dialogues^ are Matter of 
Mirth to thefe profane Drolls. 
They don't a tt:end what Matter 
they feek to pleafe, by imita- 
ting the obdurate Jem^ wha, 
to difcredit the Miracles of the 
Son of Gody save them a mali- 
cious turn, ^ying. In Beelz^ 
bub Prince of Devils^ He eajfs 
out Devils^. 

Our invincible Heroine^ the 
Glorious Virgin-'Martyry Saint 
Wenefridey has not met with 
kinder quarter : For after the 
PliHider of her rich Shrine^ 

and 

"^Su Lake, xi. 15, 
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and the Scattering of her Blef- 
fed Bones^ her admirable Life 
mufl be li^:ed with the Monkijb 
JLegmds) her evident Miracles 
are Fabulous Narratives; and 
the ftupendious Cures wrought 
at her Well^ are nothing elfe 
but the experienced EfF(^s of 
a CoU BAth. To the greater 
Honor of God^ Who has ho- 
nored this Saint to a wonderful 
degree, I wiU inftance a few 
Late Miracles^ and refer it t<y 
the- truly ChripM Reader, 
whether the Watry Element 
could influence fuch uncommon 
Changes I will not travail 
further back than the Laft 
Age, left it be objeded, that 
many things are averted, hap- 
pening long ago, which m»y 
rationally oe disbelieved, but 

canoot 
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canoot bedHproved. TheO-' 
riginai Atteftations at this mo- 
ment lie before me; and where^ 
I do not abbreviate (fbme 
Cures beii^ worded after a 
prolix manner, as to Circum- 
ftances) I will deliver what I 
afFer, in the very Expreffions of 
the A uthentick Records. Thcjr 
are taken from Eye-Witncflcs, 
who were Perfons of tender 
Con(cience and nice Honor, 
foraetimes given in under their 
own Hand-Writing. 

In the Year of our Lord God 
One Thoufand, Six Hundred, ^ 
and Six, Sir Rv^er Bodenhamy 
Knigitt of this Honorable Or* 
der of -the Bath^ after a tedious 
Quartan Ague, had a gro(s 
Humor fettled in his Legs, 

v^liich foooi after broke out inta^ 

an. 
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an apparent Lfprofj. He made 
ufe of many AWe Phyficians, 
but depended molt on Dotlor 
^ohn David Rhes, a Camiro- 
Britain, who commenced Do 
ftor at Sifnnaj profefs'd Pliy- 
fick at Padaa, was Praftitioner 
in divers Parts of Italjf^ and af- 
terwards in England, He was 
near Sixty Years of Age when 
Sir Roger confutted him. This 
Learned Man ran thro' all Re: 
medics that Concern could 
fuggcft, or Art devife, wit!> 
out any Succefs orEaie to tlie 
Knight. He therefore advifed 
liim to lay the Cafe before tlie 
College of Phyficians in Lon- 
don, which was ftated very 
faithfully and learnedly by the 
aforefaid Rhes, and was car- 
ry'd up by Mr. Thomas Beale^ 
Steward 
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Jteward of Sir Rqget^s Courts* 
The College at London bein^ 
:onven^d, the Cafe was reaa 
ind debated^ as alfo the Pra- 
iiice and Prefcriptions of Do- 
^ov Rhes^ which Bede deli- 
/er'd to them in Writing. They 
AT rote back to Sir Rtger their 
Opinion, that his PM^/4;^ had 
tiit right on his Difeafe, and 
bad apply'd proper Remedies 
for a Cure, that he was a Per- 
fon fo eminently Learned, that 
tlicy acknowlcdgM themfelvc? 
his Inferiors^ he having been 
Reader to moft of them \ and 
if the Method be took, had 
no efFefl:, there was not in nd^ 
ture M) Cure for him. The 
"Knight found not any fatisfafti- 
on by the Anfwcr, which was 
penned to the Commendation 

of 
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of liiiRiyfician. T>oSiovRhts ' 
being a Romnn Catholkk, advi- 
fed his Patient to remove to 
Saint fVemfrfde*s Wei], to try, 
whether by the Samt^s Inter- 
celBon, he might not obtain a 
Cure, which was not in the | 
power of Art to effeft. He ] 
acquainted him with theHoli- 
nefs of the Place, and what 
Miraculous Favors were tlicre 
obtain'd. Sir Rogerj extreme- 
ly defirous of Health, obeyM 
his Phyfician, and undertook a 
painful Journey, full Seventy 
Eight Britijh Miles, from Ro- 
thertvis to Holy Well, He bath- 
ed himfelf in the Miraculous 
foufftaifty and became as found 
and clean from allScurt and Lc- 
profy, as a Child newly bora, and 
afterwards continued fo. This 
happened 
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liappeftM providentially ; for as 
NAATMn^ Captain General of 
Sjria,^ was directed to wafli in 
tiie River ^ord^j which cora- 
pleated a Twofold Cure, of 
his Soul as well as of his B»- 
dy ^. In like manner the Le- 
p^r, Sir Roger y came to wafli in 
the Stream of Holy Well : He 
was not at that time a C/Uh(h 
Ikk; but the Miraculous Cure, 
with other Motives of Credi- 
bility, induced him to em- 
brace the True Faith, and ho 
was reconciled to the Church 
of CAr/7/ ; he rend red thanks 
and praifes tO- Almighty Godi^ 
for both thefe Favors* Be- 
fides this relation, which Sir 
Roger gave to the I^dy his 

Wife> and to his Daughter in 

Law, 

* 4^ Kings, y. 



\ 
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into the Fountain ^. Wor- 
Ibippers of the Great God have 
different Sentiments, as will 
appear by the following Rela- 
tion. In the Month of De- 
amberj and the Year of our 
Lord, One Thoufand, Si^t 
Hundred, and Thirty Seven, 
Mrs. "Jane JVdkemMy Wife to 
Mr. john WakemAn^ of Rott^ 
gleyj in the Parifli of Horj^xm^ 
and the County of Sujfexj was 
tormented with a Sore Breaft ; 
and having ufed all probable 
means for a Cure, (he found 
no eafe or profpeft of growintg 
better. The Ableft Surgeons 
concluded, that unlefs her 
Breaft was cut off, there was 
not any other way to relieve 
her, neither would. they by 

H that 

^ 4 Reg. lit x^. 
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ne FrMcis Nafi. She had at 
hat time Two great Holes ia 
lerBreaft under the Left P^p^ 
rhich were feeh both by C^ 
hdicks and Protefiants. When 
be came into Jrorcefierfiire^ to 
. Place caird Beeiey^ fhe left 
here behind her all her Salves 
nd Ointments, having a ftrong 
^aith and Hopes in Almighty 
ioiPs Merq^, and in the Pray- 
ts of BleUed Saint JVenefride^ 
hat fhe would not have any 
iurther occafion of ufing 
h^m. She only ^ipplyM Clean 
.innen, to keep ner Breail 
Wcet; for the Corruption 
mrft out in fo great quantities, 
liat it forc^ its way thro^ ma* 
ly Fdlds, and ran down int6 
jer very Shoes. Her Breaft 
eft off running at her Firft 

H 2 Bathing 



1 
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Bathing in t\iQHolyWeS: \ 
flayed One Nighc only in i 
Town, but went thrice i 
the Fount nin; and from 
very InJiAnt of fininaing ! 
Devotions, to her Dying D 
which was Five Years afi 
flic never found any pain 
that Brcaft, nor any Sore, 
Sign tlieieof, except a Lit 
Seam, to fhew the Place wk 
the Two Holes were mira' 
loufly clofed up. She bore 
terwards Three Children, a 
in drying up her Milk, fou 
that Breaft leaft troublefon 
which before had been ulcer 
I have this Account in A 
WakemAnh Hand Writii 
which he gave, asaperpeti 
Teftimony of the Favor, a 
alfo of tlie Paflagc which f 
lows. 
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In the Year One Thoufand, 
ix Hundred, and Thirty, the 
fbre(aidMr« fVakeman of Rou^ 
lejy &c. being at Holy Well^ faw 
Man lying Dead, hard by the 
Veil it leif. This Profane 
yret;ch, the Day before, had 
nuch derided and fcofFed at 
Jleflcd Saint Wenefride^ who 
uflFer'd a glorious JMartyrdomia 
iefence . or her Virginity : He 
ilfo gave Abufive ^ndVncivU 
i^anguage, in the prefence of 
VIr. WAJcemafty to ih^ Pilgrims 
vhp came thither to perform 
heiK Devotions. Th^ Coroner 
vas- call'd, a Jury, impanell'd, 
md the Body was viewed, 
ifteniixatu re Deliberation they 
;ave in this- Verdift ; . That 
jod^s Jf^fli "Jftdgment was the 
Zauje of hk Deathy far his unci^ 

H. 3 ml 
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vU C*fnA^ in that PUct* 

Thus Mr. fVukefitm an £ye> 
Witnefs. I could udd here the 
Names of fuch, who lA the 
Year Qae Thoufatid, SixHun-^ 
dred) lind Thirty Sewn, ot" 
der'd the Inu^ of ^iatWefU' 
fride to be defaced, andlthel- 
ron Bars to be taken away, 
which fuppoited the Pious 
Vifitattts in the rapid Stream ; 
how both he who commanded 
it, and thofe who executed hi^ 
Orders, c<»itrary to the perfua* 
lion of feverai moderate Prott- 
fiMtSy were ihortly after ex* 
en^larly punilh'd by Uncom- 
mon MisK>rtunes and £Kia» 
flers. Kforeover, had I not 
confin'd my felf to the Lsuft 
Century, I could mentioa 
Precedents^ more thanfufBci* 

ent^ 
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ent, to caution Perfons from 
being too forward in their 
Contempts of Saint Wenefride 
and her Well^ which is fome- 
times feverely taken notice of 
by Him^whohasfaidy He thf 

touches jotty touches h the Jffle of 
Mine Eye ^. But let us return 
from this DigrefHon^ if it may 
be caird fo. 

Tbelnfinite Wifdom of God 
thinks fit, not to work Mira- 
cles by the Intercefiion of His 
SaifftSj in all Places, nor to- 
wards all Perfons, but as it 
pleafeth Him f . The greateft 
wonders are wrought at Saint 
Wentfride'% Well, but I relate 
here a Cure at a great diftance, 
which tends much to the Glory 
of our SaiM. In the Month 

H-4 <£ 

f Zach« ii. 8. f J:* Aug. ^i>i/h 1)7. 
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of Juney and the Year of our 
Lord, One Thoufand, Six 
Hundred, and Forty Seven, 
the Wife of "John Clecj Gardi** 
ner in the Suburbs of the City 
of Worcefier^ being Difcafed, 
undertook on foot a journey to 
Holy Welly hoping to find there 
the recovery of her Health. 
Faffing thro' Kjdderminfterj in 
her way to Flintfhirej Ihe call'd 
at her Coufin Jnthoxy Cooke'^s 
,Houfe^ Having refrefliM her 
felf, (he acquainted her Coufin 
with the dccafion of this her 
Filgr image. The long Dit 
courfe on the SubjcQ: of Hdj 
Welly was overheard by a Sick 
Woman, who lay in the Next 
Room; This poor Creature 
had continued Bedrid Six or 
iScvcn Years J flie was always 

Lame, 
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Lame, and had been put upon 
the faid Cook (who was a Lin- 
aen Weaver) ta be maintained 
at the Charge of the PariOi* 
Jiift as the Pilgrim was taking 
leave, and ready to fet for- 
wards, the Bearid Woman 
cryM om ta (peak* with her : 
Toe Bufinefe was this ; She 
defir'd her for the: Paflioa of 
Chriit^ to carry for her a Single 
Penny (which fhe gave her) 
to Holy IVell^ and to beftow it 
on the Firft Poor Body (he 
there happened to -meet, bum'- 
bly defiring that Party to go 
into the Well for her, and to 
pray that (he oiight have the 
ufe ot her Limbs. This was 
proroisM and performed. 

The Poor. Widow^s Tm 
I^Lteiy caft into the Treafury 

H 5— of 
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of the TifBi/'/f, werefo accepta- 
ble to the Starcher of Hearts, 
that He declar'd She hsdgrven 
mors than all together *. For it 
was her Whole Perfonal Er 
ftate. The opulent Scribes and 
Pharifees might fling in Hand- 
fuls d Gold, they found no 
want ; this Poor Creature be- 
ftow'd onherGoii, what fcem'd 
neceflary to relieveher fell, per- 
chance ihe faying at the fame 
time with a flaming Hearty 
Lord t Jf I wot Mijirefs^ the Tivo 
Worlds, as I am ofthife Two Mites, 
theyjbould be emflofd to Tour Hc- 
nor. S. Wettefride accepted the 
Sif2g!e Pe/3xy fent to her fVe/f, 
with fo great Faith and Devoti- 
on ; 'twas all the Bedrid- Womaa 
had to prefent her with.- 

C/ff' s. 

* Luke xxi. 3- 
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€le€h Wife having reinatQ?diai: 
her Journey's End Six or Seven: 
Days, retumM homewards,, 
ana coming, to KJdderminflery. 
fhe calPd at her Coufin Cookers 
Houfe, where to her great afto* 
niihment, (he iaw the Lame,^ 
Bedrid Woman, peirfcfUy re^ 
cover'd, and inquiring at what 
time, fhe became founds 'twas 
computed, that on that Day,^ 
and the very Hour, when the 
Single Penny was delivered at 
Holy WeUy the Bedrid Woman 
arole, walked round the Houfe^, 
and abroad, to the Admiration 
of the whole Farift}^ This 
Miraculous Change at £b great 
diftance, could not be the Pro- 
:dua of a OW Bath. This 
PafTage was diligently exa- 
xain'd by Mr, Ji^ms Bridges^ 

wha> 



Jl 
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who had Aalhony Cooke and 
dec's Wife before him, who 
both attefted the Truth of 
what is here related. In Te- 
llimony whereof Mr. Bridges 
recorded the fame in his own 
Hand Writing. This was tlie 
worthy Gentleman, who be- 
ing Sheriff of Worcefier pro- 
ciaim'd there the King in the 
Year 1651,. for which he 
fuffer'd much from the Re- 
bels, and with difficulty efca- 
ped the Gallows. 

A languifhing Patient, per- 
plexes tlie Phyhciau, and Di- 
flcmpers radicated from Infan- 
cy, caufes him to fling afide 
his Books, and. to difmifs the 
hopes of a Cure. This fcem'd 
the Cafe of Mrs. Mary Nu- 
msa^ Wife of Mr. Hugh Nu- 
mm. 
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ndn^ who was Clerk to Siif J(^ 
'emy Smithy then Captain of 
me of His Maje/tfs Men of 
War. At Five Years of age, 
yy an Ague and Fever, Uie 
xras reduced to that Lamenefs 
.nd Impotence, that for the 
erm of Eighteen Years fhe 
^as not able to ftand or point 
i Foot to the Ground: Her 
^rm Bones were fo much out 
if their natura^l places^ that 
>ne reached over, and interfered 
vith the other, and the Bones 
rf her Legs were fo diflocated, 
hat they extended fome Inches 
lehind thofe of the Thighs. 
3eing in this miferable . condi^ 
ion, and having con^derable 
Jriends at Court. £he made her 
application and addrefs unto 

hem.. By their latereft, ffae 

hadi 
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had the opinion of all the j 
KJ^^^ Phyficians, who de- , 
clar'd, that naturally &e was i 
Incurable. Hereupon uie was ■ 
touch'd by the Kiigy but it [ 
pleasM God not to reflore her j. 
to Health. She was Two * 
Summers and One Winter at 
the BsthiaSommerfitJkiref and 
at other Places in EngUnd Fa- 
mous for CureSf as alfo at 
Three iVe/is in Scotland; akho' ' 
file could not make any other ; 
fliift for her felf, than with 
great Difficulty and Pain, I 
to crawl a little upon her ^ 
Knees. She was carry'd into ' 
France, and was put tlu-ice into ' 
the Second Grape-Prefs, in di- \ 
vers Parts of that Kingdom. 
She was touch'd at Parii by the 
S're»ehKiagilaBa»ders flievi- 
iited 
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tted Sichem and other Places of 
)evotioa v ^^ was Etghteen 
¥«eksat JqmHgrMt: In Hof^ 
i»^ (he haathe Advice of ati 
uUm Prince, Famous for his 
;kill in Phyfick. To bebrief^ 
be wascondtiQed to the Baths 
n Porfii^*l\ £^ which Jour- 
leys were for the mdft part at 
he Kjtig of EngUttd^s Ex- 
»ence^ but not to any Efied or 
idteration in the Cripple. 
Tis. tnie^ ihe had been, for- 
nerly twice ^ Saint W^a- 
ride's WtOy without any A- 
iiendment^ yet hadaneameflb 
iefire and ftrong impulfe to^ 
aiake a Third FiT^r image : She 
Mras contorted vnth tneie invi* 
einz Thoi^bts, both^ awakft 
Mia fleeping» Wherefore, to* 
wards, the Latter End of Mdj^s 

m 
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On the Fourth of Jprilf One 
Thoufand, Six Hundred, and 
Sixty Six, about Five of Clock 
in the Afternoon, Hugh the 
Son of Thomas Williams, of the 
Parilh of Whitford in the 
County of Flint Yeoman, a 
Boy of Eight Years and Nine 
Months old, having a Body 
of juft Proportion in each Fart 
to the Height of his Stature, 
which was Four Foot, and 
playing with one of hisSchooU 
tellows near the Mill, which 
ftands but at a little diftance 
from the Holy Foantairiy he 
attempted to skip over the 
Water, but came (hort of the 
other Side, and droppM into 
the Current, where 'tis moft 
impetuous, Three Yards from 
the Great Watcr-Wheel, and 
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N^s imotediAtely carfyM out of 
Jight. The Standeirs by gave 
lim for loft) as |>ru(lently Tup- 
K>fing, that befides the evident 
i>atager ofdrownitig) he would 
)e ctufli'd to death : For be- 
vriKt the Wheel and the Paved 
Soteom (^the Oiannel under i^ 
here is not the fpaceofTwo In- 
:hes, yet he was fuddenly con- 
rey*d into the Ditch beyond 
:he afordaid WheeT. His 
i^ompaaion feeing the &d Ac^ 
rident, and knowing nothing 
>f his Safety, rais'd a Motilm^ 
ul Loud Cry, which fo a« 
aftn'd the M»#fr land Forty 
icholars, that they aU ran oat 
^Schod^ to learn the Occafioft 
if it. The Milkr alfb, ando* 
hers, werein the &me fright; 
liat one fVtBiam Bffwejt^ who 

was. 
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was ft&^nding with an Angling 
Rod Fbur Yards ; below the 
Wheel, efpyM him endeavou- 
ring to creep out of the. Ditch, 
and complaining, that he bad 
Joft his Shoe. The Boy was 
taken into a Houre,.aodrthat 
moment a Surgeon was^caJUd : 
His Body being examinM, : the 
Youth was found not to hav^ 
receiv'd any Crulh or Contufi- 
on, e)Q:ept a little SJcin rufQed 
off One Ancle, as a Mark to 
declare what would have be- 
come of him, if he had not 
been miracijlovifly preferv'd^. 

Carneliu9y the Son of "Jabn 
Nichol^y of the Parifli of Tre- 
mainej in the Countv of Ori/- 
gapfy about Two Miles diftant 
from Cardigan Towtij being a 
Young Man of Seventeen 

Years 
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Years of age, both Fatherlefe 
and Motherlefs, entred into 
Service with his Aunt. On the 
One and Twentieth of Decern* 
tefj One Thoufand, Six Hun- 
dred, and Seventy Three, a 
little before Night, he was 
llruck with fb great a Weak- 
iiefs by a fudaen Blaft, fin* 
ding racking Pains from his 
Knees downwards, that he 
was not able to go or ftand. 
Several Remedies were ufed, 
as Ointments, Plaiflers, Cut- 
ting and Lancing about the 
Toes and Ancles, to the very 
Bones. They continued this 
Method tiU towards Edfter^ 
but finding them infignificant, 
and th« they were rather pre- 
judicial to him, 'twas refolv'd 
to convey him to Saint Went- 
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fride'% WeU. His Relations 
were Indigent, and having no 
other means, he was recom- 
mended to the Charity of 
Good People, from Door to 
Door, on a Hand-Barrow. 
The Weljh diftinguifli them- 
felves from other Nations, by 
a Cheerfulnefs in aflifting thofe 
in great Neceflity : They knew 
whither the Cripple was to be 
carry'd, and on what accounCy 
therefore they lent helping 
hands, that he might finiih a 
Journey of Ninety Miles. He 
was brought to Holy Well on the 
Eleventh of Jamj and early 
Next Morning was put into 
the founuin, being FrieUj in 
Whitfon-veeek. No foofter was 
he in the Water, thanhe found 
himfelf pcrfeSly recover'd ; 
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he walk'ii in the Wei^ out of 
it» and ever after continued in 
good health, to the adtnira* 
tion of all thofe, who had been 
Spedators of his former mife^ 
rable Condition. Glory be to 
Cody Who is Wonderful in Hk 
Saints. 

It carries a ibrt of Demons 
flration for Miracles, when 
thofe who obftinately oppofe 
them, are conftrain'd to own 
diem. Amongft the reft, per- 
chance there are none more po- 
iitive in their Erroneous Opini- 
ons, than thofe Men called 
j^hrs. They deny abfolute- 
ly the Divine Efficacy of Bsf^ 
tifind Water, but the flowing 
Fountain of Saint Wtmfriae 
prevailM with Roger Whetjlone 
to renounce his Herefy, andixy 

Holy 
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Holy Baptijm to become a de- 
vout ChriftUn Catholick. This 
Roger by Educarlon a Qunker^ • 
by Profeflion a Taylor, dwel- 
ling in Sidmore, within the Pa- , 
rim of BromejgrA've, in Wor- , 
eejierjbire^ at Sixty Years of [ 
age, was vifited with a violent ( 
Infirmity, which difabledhim { 
to fuch a degree, that he could \ 
not feed himfclf. He was con- ,, 
fin'd to his Bed Seventeen ^ 
Weeks, after which he found ;, 
an Abatement of the fevere f, 
Pains, which before ran ^ 
throughhis whole Body. He ) 
was fo weak, when able to j 
rife, that he could not put his f 
hand to any Work, but halt- j. 
ing on Crutches, he begged . 
his bread, from Door to Door. 
Having coatijiuedX^reff2"Mri in 
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this fad Mifery, he was told by 
a Flint(bire Man, dwelling in 
his Neighborhood, that at a 
Place in his Country, caU'd 
Wenefride^s Welly great num- 
bers of Lame Perfons, and 
Difeas'd, were frequently, af* 
ter a miraculous manner, re« 
ftored to Health. It came into 
the l^kerh MiAdj fuggefted 
by a better Spirit than com- 
monly guidea him, that the 
Lord would help him at that 
Fountdin. In tnis he was (b 
confident, that not the leaft 
Doubt occurred to the contrary* 
Wherefore, in the Year One 
Thoufand, Six Hundred, and 
Sixty Seven, he began his jour- 
ney on Crutches, attended by 
a xoung Girl, his DaughtCT ; 
and after many Day« Travel^ 

I / he 
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he came to Holy Well ab 
Noon, on the Twenty Eig 
"Ddi.^ oi Augusiy in die afore: 
Year. He could not be in 
ced to waih in the Wellj \ 
had a fmattering of Poj 
and Supeftition, but fitting 
the Side of it, lie drank f 
Cup of the Water, and he 
came as it were in aTrar 
returding to himfeif, bedel 
another Dith of the fame ' 
ter, and having drunk it 
he threw away Both 
Crutches, and found bin 
fiy<irtgd), fiiddeftfyj and ferf 
cured. He walk'd round 
IVeH, dropping many Tear 
Joy, to join the Stream of i 
Miraculous Spring. The 
wer and Goodnefs of S 
Winefrideh Heavenly Sp< 
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placed the Miracle out of the 
reach of Cavil and Difpute, by 
healing aA Old Cripple in a mi- 
nute, with Two Draughts of 
Water. Another higher Cure 
was wrought in the Soul of 
this Quaker j for giving atten- 
tion to the Infpirations of the 
Holy Ghoitj and an impartial 
car totht Motives of Bdief^ he 
embraced the Rowan Catholick^ 
Fditb. He and his Son (Ele- 
ven Years of age) received the 
Holy Sacrament of Baptifm, 
at whicb the greateft Quality 
of that County were pleafed to 
ftand Patrines. 

Were it not to offer a need- 
Icfs Repetition of what is faid 
already, I would fct down at 
large the Atteftation of Robert 
Hm, a moft rigid Quaker^ 

I 3 which 
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which lies now before mc, 
concerning the Truth of the a- 
forefaid Miracle. Have pati- 
ence at leaft withfomc part of 
it, as he words it. / Robert 
Hill, of the County of Worce- 
ster, having lately been Overfeer 
cf the Poor ef the Parijb of 
Eromefgrave, rvifhin the /aid 
County^ and now a. Near Inhabi- 
tant of the faid Town, do tejfify. 
That I amy and have been well 06- 
ifuainted with Roger Wifton, <- 
Has Whetftone, of about Sixty 
Tears of agey Taylory Dweller ia_ 
the fame 7 own j and that I knew 
him for thefe Three Lali Tears, 
Lame and Infrmy that he could 
not work at his Tradey nor go with- 
out Crutches, and fo feeble, that 
he was not able to feedhimfelf—— 
{H/ll makes here a recital of 
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his Tien Days Journey, and of 
his fuddeflCureatthe W?//, as 
Whetjlone related thie fame to 
him ; then adds) For mj own 
fAYt^ I can well fay that 1 knew him 
Infirm and Lame^ often comin^^ 
in thefe Late Tears ^ on his Crutch^ 
f /, to heg at my Door ; and, now 
heing returned from Holy Welf^ 
is 'Very Strongy and well able to 
fpork at his Trade^ to the great 
Wonder of the Inhabitants of 
Brottiefgrave, fbme whereof ^fre^ 
fentlyupdhh& return^ being Lame- 
snd Infirmy came to. Holy Well, 
in hopes to be alfo cured y and ufon 
their return they reported to me^ 
that they were better in health than 
fo)rmerly^hQ. ^"^In witnefs hereto' 
J put my handy the Second D^ of 
Ofciobcr, 1667* Robert HiLtv 
In the fame Account the faid 
*' I 3 ■ Robert 
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Robert Hill declares, how his 
own Lame Girl, of Fourteea 
Years of age, was cured, by 
only makiftg fife of Holy WeU 
Wnter. 

I could bring a Cloud of 
Witisejj'es (to ufe Saint Paulh 
Expreffion *) aflerting other 
Undeniable Miracles, wrought 
by Saint Wemfride's Intercefli- 
on, not in an obfcure Corner, 
buti« the f nee of the Sun. Ilb- 
lenanly declare, that I leave 
behind twice as many Won^ 
ders, happening in the La& 
Century, of which many were 
Eye-WitnelTes at the Holy 
Fottat/tia^ Holy Well feems to 
refemble, ia fome fort, the 
Probatica Pond, where, in Five 
Porches, there hy a gredt Mai- 
titade 
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titudi of Sick Ferfons^ of Blin\ 
Lamey and fVither^d *. In the 
Travelling Seafon the Towa 
appears populous^ crowded 
with zealous Pilgrims^ from all 
Parts of Britaw. The iVeB it 
ielf receives a fucceilion of Vi* 
iitants from Sun-Rife till Late 
at Night. The many Hand- 
Barrows and Crutches^ which 
have been hung at the Pillars^ 
demonftrate the Mercies of 
God^ and the Powerful Inter- 
ceflion of the Virgin-Martyr. 
They are foon removM by 
thoffi who envy the Glory of 
our Saint. I forbear to re* 
count at large the Recovery 
of BUndilb Eyes^ of Barren 
Women becoming fruitful, of 
inveterate violent ConvulHons 

fuddenly 

; St*^ John, T. J, 



ternal Torments of Hell, 
not be forc'd away by the 
rid Elements of a Cold 
Thefe and many others. 
Laft Age I omit, not to in 
the Price and Bulk of a P 
Book.as alfo that it may I 
dy to wait on thofe, to wl 
is dedicated. S. Augupn, 
xiiBookotthe&(;o/Go, 
ting ofa Blind Man, whc 
ved fight.and ot other M 
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menfo Populo Tejlcy resgefta eB^ A 
n/dSi Concourje ofPeofTe were me 
to aft eft the Truth ofthem\ which 
is €xadly our prelent Cafe. 

I conclude witb the Divine 
MeiTage the SonoiGod^Qntto 
His Precurfor in Prifon, to con* 
firm thcDifcijles of the Baptist^ 
and to contound the obdurate 
J^Sy which with prdbund Hu- 
mility^ and the greateft Defe«^ 
rence imaginable^ maybeap* 
ply M toour sForious Pdtronefs c^ 
Wales J by what you read in this 
admirableLife. Go andreport that 
the Blindjee^ theLame tvalkj th&Le^ 
fers are made deap^ the Deafhear^ 
the Dead rife ^aim^ to the Poor the 
Gofpel is preach'd^. The Omni- 
potence and Goodnefs of our 
Great God beador'd and ji^rais^d^ 
by all Angels and Sawts^tor ever. 
Amen. Amen. (* ^^ Mat. xi. v.) A 



Of the moft 

Material Contei 

ST. Beuno trens with S. Wenefri 
ifarj, dbti'i the Jittiliing cfs Chur 
Smt Wcncfride'» Sifolutiim of qui 
World, tni afconfi(rJt!itg fcr ftlf to ( 
j.oniThewich ims hU eanfimtoSd 
nefridc, 
Cradocus atiemptstoijponinu S. We 
aai contemn'i, mi of the ViTgm'i Id 
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A Min (Iruct deai by the Well Sidt, 

Jrrdi^ioia dtrUge, 
\a ll'oMsn Bedrid foisc Tars, n 

in ax mflm, lyfindmg s Pmy to J 

ncftide-iWdl, 
Tte StHpaidim gissvoy of Mm. Mar 

the UlricttlBUi Trijervtuon of s Boji, 

being drovm'd or trujh'dt 
7fce tnfittnancoia Curt of me Coroeliu 
Jbe Suijri^ngCurt of t Quaker, 



ERRATUMi 



i { 



■^H> 



-r" 



